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the World. The falſe Opinion-which the World had of the Preſbyterian 


party, has twice been the occaſion of ow atone ro the-Chureh of - 


Scorland, andit may be expected, that the 
are, may both prevent it a third time, and lo kelp to recover it 
for this, for I hope people will _— Lo mad as to ſuffer themſelves 


any mgre,-to be led blindly by 11 oF as the ſee haye not know- 
ledavanchgh role —_— te L. ll v Z wh th2y they 
pretend to be ey pureſt part of C o'Diich; commit ſuch things as 
even Heathens would png. 

Since the publiſhing of the Hiftorichl RAakidn of the General Aſſembly, 
they have Printed the principal 4fts b. 4 the - General Aſſembly, with an 
Index or Td of fudh Hds a9 wat fob) thobght firzo; abbliſhed. 
By this, the truth of many particulars in my former Relation is con- 
firmed, only I find a miſtake i She two Ads I made mention of, 
as alſo one or two more WOOD of omitted. In the 524 page 
of theyHf rig no ion of the General 4, ”m t was ſaid that Pe 
gogues, Iaths "and "Stifdents, vere 
rhe.Confeſſion "of Faith, but I find in the r Article of that A#, Intitu- 
led, 4n 4&# approving ſeveral Owerturess which relates to that matter, That - 
Probationers Licenſed to eg to Frych, date nts ingo the Mini Tu and all other 
Miniſters and + s Tebeave Me .: wn Mr ayir m in Church 
4% 29 rh are obliged to this, and no mention of Rows Chap-- 

5,1 agd "Stugden 5s; but 1 am afſyred, that they were named i» the firſt 
Fi ht of the DT: Preſented A rhe Aſſembly, 4id=chole:whoi infor 
ed as. did not advert tothe alterationof ir, whichwis cauſed! by c 
Commiſſioner, wh knew that otherwiſe' & would occafion'no lit 

Jance in this Country; for as there were "many. \'Pedagdgves' 
ON * would” avs Feuer iſo: the Farhilſes;oiin which: 
ns. [Uhave been iſpaſted rich che! Gorernthenty/ if —__ 
AS ivr ml Fs 06% The ; 0p Gilber Auden. 
"A fi, it as & 6T. That t WAs alled 70: 
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but becauſe Me Pitcairn ſaith: vt, I quake ms dens at-thi 


ate Commijtee, where he hath. | 
wood ihead. hpechey, pers be 0 og = | 
their deſigns, and ve thought. Mr. Gilbert. Rule GED ty 
for their purpoſe... The: time of the ſittirg of at new. Aſſembly. por 
approach, to which heis obliged to give anafep UI. KF his diligence, 
nd yet nothing of this nature has appeared fi iro bh we 
may booelude, that he finds the task VETY, hard, for bin, trop ig be is, 
puzzled bethat once to fave his honeſty, ,and to.ex Te ty, 
Fe beth Napa ofthat Pompblegl netuled 78 8, hin 
of Scot land Cwhich.is an an{wer.to G3 e- Fen ras eft cons - rs $bYtc- 
mans) as is. commonly: rrpareld ang believed, ; we may eaſily ouf how, 
and after har may heisto.anfwer the "accounts, wn, Firſt, Þ 
an Flank I'S the /Tryth. , Far wr ; EXE matin che ſuf- 
(crings of:our Clergy, .in compares of of” what bo UE: fered;z fo) "Ir's faid 
there, that oll the inſtances alledged are falſe, an dis any, one any. ar 
them, ſuffered, more than all the Epi cog _ Fs s enuity 
in the firſt, appears from what Lhave ſaid of x, fue 
to make- any, reply to theſe printed accounts, becaufe che oor 5 . 
fent to Our, Br the truth. of . them : ; And asto the other, i K 
were. true thar:they wile mL OE ,Qr mare, ll that is no reaſonabl, 
excuſe or. the preſent luflerings Fig Spy opal. as the hm: 
P:overb is, 7s Blacks mabt nat @ White : wi itjuſtific the ills and 
grieyances of the profeqc, times; .thatin former times there were as great 
and as On It they. had had-a due ſenſe of their ſufferings,” or if 
they impgorcd them. this.would Hays bs them to. 
Maryan ear "a FRE piri of Jr D3na Ml hes erh Nd As W bear 
rols, hho p's THO ON THRCgs ſelves, :patien * Ahn 
venrit-in ot as.muc. 
to.caſe and Te pe Þ, a Pe i 
and; to deal renderly with Sr er, bur'i , Cry 2 nn Rf 


which mgkes/ therg, 


| (8) 
wn it, 4114 were ſuffered, voir afrer the'ts 


of the tera pri | HEME AB; ro poſſeſs their $, at ee 


| jhay, very cottinued Mt in the onerciſe of their 
Miniſtry; 4nd wereconmivetatby the Goverment till the year 1984. 


_ a nd pre many M6 of choſe, whowere aftually tarned our,were again 
e the Clemens of the King and Government, to goto o- 
her Ponies which was the occaſion of a Schifin among them, for 
hey who Had net the benefit of the Indulgerice, envied chem who kad 
it, and vided fromchem, and uttetelf * or wor 8 Fe 5 be 
which oblige ged thei to make aVindicationoftheniſelves 
Jed, A Review of the Hiſfoty of yoren re bur the crearmerc of our Mii. 
ain ers Was nnry, atid the proceedings againſtthem very cite om 
ſevere. The Rabbl furpriſed them, tted- chem ict the Night, . al 
lowed thery not the leaſt refÞire, brit 'Batbarvufly thiruft thern, Meir 
Wives and tek idſtarifly out of Doors.” Nor had they tittie giver 
them to difpofe of thetr Goods, to gather it their Debrs, or provide ne- 
ary oy EEO Pamillies: 'So, many who night 
have otherwiſe tived well enough, are ar preſentn a ſtarving conditio 
an ny oh ao agg to receive Airfis, that they and <uir Families ma; 
6 periſh. Beſides, ſottre have ſuftaihed the Tofs of a6 Wives, 
FLA * bore Children, 4nd ſomneof bot, PT en by the thans 
#/ag e0 pk the Rabble, And Whatever the Piepal Clergy he Havel ds 
at 9 time, they have foffered wity oF the vſcopac 
whereas in the late times, none ever ſa wed meerly u 7 upon on) the account Nr 
tery Sze Sir Geo, Mackentie's defence of the Reign of King Charles the 2d. 
Some of them indeed Were Harged, as King, ay Kid, and ewo' or three 
Mare, very. del krvedty , becauſerhiy 1 were guilty of Jodition = rhe mg 
lion againſt the Goverhmeht. Thi .Wds meyer Fre! 
Ke ; them, FY hey were found Te Ae Toit 
e-Government” EY oblige or Ruterr to _rk afriet eycoverthem, 
WT by. ; all means to curb then, * "Ard Whar Governittene world not be 
reto men dftheif hl pl hold ichwfut ta neon. my 
Kill | Ld to. Murd by qr | 
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-Who.may moſt traly. be charged with'it, whenher-he:- 


(72) 
their Ar; Nay,in his Name,ſorne have beencharged only fir wor ton - 
plying with the' Ci9n Gopernaent.| This the :Sulbierey - ith, nd 
Ras an encroachment on ins Ofice,wliich turtymade himmpuc 
-a ſtop:ro ſame of the Letrers of Suremons that were thts iſlued ode $bur ir 
Presbytery proſper, the Sotheiter may come to pay for this; und be nate 
knhlible thattheir Agent is his equal, if: nbt his ar; forchey-will 
.hot acknowledge their power ſuberdivate to: that Kings, It's a//ow+rb/e 
enough m the {yesr.ro affume 4 part of the Sollicirore Officeyi when: his 
Maſters taken upon themromanageand direttthe fuprewe Cindi Power ic 
felk_ In the Ran: of Ke Choe and K./ Farmer, the Laws ſormerhmespuc 
:Minifters on the invidious.mploy ment of O_—_ of Difſis.tev} wed 
dhe” Pr 


aifaffetted perſons within. cheir Pariſhes, for-which abyreians acch- 
-fed GS a perſecuting Spirit ;5- burtet it now bercbnfidered, 


whodid what they did with great reluftancy, by fore dg: 
odid what with grea , byforce am 

of che Law, amgwhoy. av is well known, aphovaned26/ fave! attthey 
coal,  oriche preface Prechyceriansy who willingly, ad without T.aw, 
dclawiand accuſe ſuch asthey thinkobroxious to tho Govenmnry” wi 
who have eſtabliſhed ani Offee, and inſtalled « petſon in it; on putpofe 
rofearch our ach asanight bo whvwybe guilty, and who at dheir Infliparion 
ac ab@ paſſetiorey,; bir 'rhis conform tothe forth Arridle of thei8o 
lemn League and Covmunt; which binds 0741 #6 be a Spy. wind avs 
Informer, even againſt his deare{t Friends, \neave/t" Relations; 
- Another thing paſſe over, is. Declaration of  rbe_ Moderator, tba Yhis 


Aſſembly would dopoje x9 mcambent,' ſinoplyforebeir fully ment anene the Gos 
wen of ths Ohicch, puny oy lrma md #pow them, 1046 'pot 


remenber te dovebend of this before, "and: wo" wee: have' it offly i#\the 
Zabld of their uaprimed. Atis, I thishad been fer down aclery » Wwe 
could haveunderitood lic bener; . andohar it has. nov been fully pro 
but hudied obfeureby.in  the-anprocred: ftf5, © Which few Fraktf 
there is ſome niok in iv, When the hires 


(8) 
"mi:tee found nofhingmaterial for infliting ſuch 'a ceuftte: ripen him, 
.and therefore gave their advice that he-ſhould be repentd;! which was 
done; but ſince that time, a Syd ir Ffe willhave bim againlaid aſide 
«vpn the former Indictment, teHing bim, that the private judgment or ad- 
vice of aperticilar-Committe ; did not oblige them, {:eing the: Aſſembly 
'madefho At-infirfovear: *Again,.it is faid; that they will not depoſe 
them . ſomply rg Judgment about the Government. of the Charch, 
-that &,-for this thing only 5 but withal, ic amplies,:tharchis: oe 
-reaſon,and we ſeit is often made a principabone, for they lay ſuch ſtrels 
Upon it, that for this cauſe they ſet Spies on perſons actions,//and ſearch 
{Qutall thatcan be ſaid to render any odious,” who differ: from chem in 
«this-matter.; Ic is evident;that perſons principles, together with the pla- 
ces -Which.they held; has been the great motive of proſecutingthemhi- 
therto z. but What .irmoft remiarkable is, that its: faid + hep: will not: urge; Re- 
ordination npen :theis; 'for not to urge a thing,)icextainly. imporrs-dhis 
much, Thar they may require its tho for grave and'weighcy, reaſdns'they 
- will alſo dijperſ with it; It awas adviſediy.done tomake this only a. Decla- 
' ation of the Moderator, for: it would not probably have into! av 


A&z;for:tho:there be none other inthe World,: who cal "io guyfter the 
vfaleſ and validity of Epiſcapal :Oridinatan ;i(Bexter hinfelf beligued 


diffterence 


difference on the accounts of mens judgments, and ſentiments, abont 
matters of Government ; and. yet never check or cenſure ſuch grols and. 
wild extravagancies ; nay, fo far from it, as to encourage ſuch as are 
guilty of them, and to be forward to ſettle them in Churches, while 
others more moderate are {lighted and negleated: As Mr. Alexander 
Orrok, who (as all that know him ſay) has more. ſenſe and learning . 
than the moſt of them; and yet, for all the vacancies, they have neyer 
beſtowed one Church upon him. And they joyned with Mr. Rymer, to 
keep him. out of St. Andrews, to which he had a Call, from the Presby- 
terian party there, and where he himſelf deſired to be: And all this, 
becauſe he is ſomewhat moderate, as to the diſtinguiſhing principles, 
and entertains ſome favourable ſentiments of many of the E opal 
Clergy. And as they do not encourage their own , unleſs t Y be 
rigid-and ſevere about their modell of Government, and Diſcipline ; 
ſa they give all diſcouragement to ſuch as have ſerved under Epiſcopacy, 
but are willing to ſubmit 70 Presbytery, and to live peaceably with them, 
Mr. William Hamilton, offered himſelf with ſuch fubmiflion, ' that they 
had no ſhadow of excuſe, for refuſing ta adwit him into their Com- 
munion ; but they deny him all other kindneſs and favour, they nei- 
ther offer to repone him to either of the Churches out of which he was 
rabled,nor,do they encoutage any Call-to any other; for they have 
ſo concerted it among themſelves, as that none ſhall invite him to 
Preach, or any wiſe imploy him. He ad lately an invitation to ſerve 
the Cure at Cwrry,in the abſence of another Mr. Hamilton, who is ſettled 
Miniſter there; at firft the Presbytery of Edenburgh agreed to ir, (but 
afterwards Mr, Hugh Kemedy revoked the order, and daſhed ic our 
of the minuits of the Presbytery with his own hand. He had alſo ano- 
ther Call rothe Kirk and Pariſh of Lauder, ſubſcribed by the Magi- 
{kraces of the Town, and the moſt of the Heritors and Pariſhoners; 
which when he preſented to the Presbytery they rejected it, and pre- 
ferred another made by five Weavers. We have another late inſtance of 
their want of moderation towards theſe, who differ from them, in 
point of Church Government,which if it do not expreſly contradiet the 
abovementioned Declaration of the Moderator of the Aſſembly : Yet, it 
clearly ſhewerh,thac-the inferiour Judicatures of Synods and Presbyters 
are not of that mind,nor,refolved to bind themſelves up to thefe mea- 
ſures. Mr, Fobn Miller a Licentiate under Epiſcopaty, who lived with that 
Reverend and good wan Mr. Lawrence Charters,and ſometimes officiated 
foro, when he w4s under any bodily indiſpofvion. This perf 
rio ways {candalous, nor_had he maleverſed in any manne 
any crime or fault obje&ted.co hims yeethe Predtzry of 
prohibite him to Preach any —_ thin their bounds. 


[ ; 
has.at divers times, addreſſed to them for a Licence to Preach, be : 
itn for 


tiacs only, when Mr. Charters ſickneſs and infirmity ja 
that exerciſe: Neverthelefs, they peremptorly refuſedir, 5nd' 


do con- 


- 


tinue the former reſtraint, meerly becaufe after conference, they do find 
him not ſuch a 1herern paced Precbyterian as themſelves, 'as is manifelt : 


from the final av cr winch he had from the Moderator of the Pres- 
byrery in Preſentia, which was as follows. 


For as much as your anſiver. is the ſame that it was.the laft day, 


and after further deliberation, you ſeem to be more confirmed in it, | 


and are.not clear ſimply to ſay, tht you wiſh the concinance of the 
preſent Church Government, and to declare your approbarian of ir, 
and your preference of ir to all others,we do think fitto concinue the 
reſtraint formerly laid upon you by the Presbyrtery. 

Whilſt I am ſhewing my own omiſſions» I may be excuſed if I pive 
an account of an,omiflion of the Clerk or Recorder of the Aﬀembly :Who 
had forgot to ſet down an Act ſaid to be made by them ither amongſt 
the Printed Ats, orin the Lift of the anprinred ones; and I confets, 
for his excuſe that I cannot meet with ny perſon, who remembers to 
have heard it once mentioned in theAfſem 
ledge thereof, only to the Preſbytery of Dalkei;h , who lately declared it, 
upon-this occaſion, | | port 

They ſent one or two of their number. ſometime ago, to the Pariſh 
of Inverask, which lyeth. within four Miles of Edinburgh ; toentreat 
them to chooſe a Miniſter; and becauſe this people unanimouſly ſhewed. 
their averſion to a Presbyterian ( for of three or four thouſand in that 
Pariſh, there are only ſome twenty, or thirty that incline. to that 
paity ) therefore there was a promiſe made them, that if they made 


choice of any good or pious man, who would fubmit.ro the Civil Go- - 


vernment, he ſhould be accepted of, whether he were a, Presbyterian, 
or Epiſcopal ; whether the perfon who, promifed'rhis, ſpoke jingenu- 
ouſly his own ſentiments, or the mind of his brethren'; ' whether it 
was ſaid only to diſpoſe the people to be more favourably enclined to- 
wards the Presbytery of Dalkeith, or becauſe they faw it impoſlible to. 
ro get their conſent to a Presbyteriati Miniſter, TThall not enquire. 
Purthe Pariſh laid bold on this protniſe, and accordingly &id' com- 


miflionate. ſome of their number to wait upon'the Presbytery of Dalkeith, 
with a Liſt of ſeven or eight perſons, Foifeopal Ain; er;, Who had fub- 
aired to the Civil Goyernment; and to entreat their allowance, for 

" Preaching to thew, according to, the promife which was made. 
ch of them as pleaſed the Pariſh beſt" webs eaten. 
iter. When this was firſt propoſed, the Moderaror hated Iril 
EF $081 and acked, i iP; came to ae ane ! 


ly: So thatwe owe theknowe. . 


* We UE Bo ae 5 > 
ev: 


OD GM 


os +0 


Wine. 
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(. "1 Is 
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e Gentlemen replyed,:they: deſigned not to abuſe any 4- that what 
they alledged was Ker vo were:ready to.prove.it, or they would 
appeal tothe perſons th es, .whd had faidit. |Then-the Modera- 
tor cold -ehem,..*.Thatit any Brother.had ſaid or promiſed, he had 
* done it-raſhly of his own head, and would receive a Reprimand 
; from om —_— for it, that n armor 4 ty it of no 
: thing for there was anad of the, A{/emblyforbidivg Rp, ncumbent s 
I Z m_ theo 6ceall, Sounder 


ments, , 018 any. account whatſoever: *Fhe Reaſons of this Ad - aAre\\WOr- 
thy to be remarked: - "1 oh 


The firſt of them:is, Thar by 1be Authority of this Chirch, in. ber former 


former times, to obſerve what might herwarranted or recommended by ' Anti- 
he « became lingular inmany things, fs 

Kanall cance Car Oogy oy ord. 

/ AL ANE: 1. CIO! '&T 'abroad:allow 't che Lords Supper 
2-ſick-and dying perſons; ;which-they haveperemprorily proviiblteds 
asthere 'Was nething' morebotdinaryicin the Primutive: times; which 
might be mate appear fron) ſeveral inſtances. - i 1 +4 16 | 24k liens 
It was from-this:pradtice, rhat/ i-teceived the name; of: #zeticum; 
and. ſeeing pur Bleſſed;Lord did-inſtizute this Holy Sacrament, forthe 
commerograting) his death, and:for'theconveying;the bleficd effects of 
ic, to-ſtrengthen ouc/faich ant hope, ; and/ra/aflure us of the pardon 
of-our; Sins, and. ofa vidtory over Death and\ Hell; through:our Lond 
Jeſus Chriſt : - It may be eruly thought great Cruelty, todeny this: 
ble conſort. to ſick and'dying perſons; DW Aer ſtand molt inincel 
of it 3; for then it is they [have the deepeſt; ſene:of their fins} and-the 
greateſt fears. of Neath atid irs conſe porn habe engine 
by them for chis prohibition, is rhat by, allowing the private uſe of the Sa- 
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and Twentiehly beloved, Finally. tho the-ſtream- of this 4# runs h 
as if the Seam could uld nat in.any. caſe be lawfully or dul nv -1— ae 


RN ed i t 1 ' he it is ſaid that. this bei 5) ob-- 
ſerve "when gd Range 5 368) edged bi pple pace, Uhr, and 
nity; hk, pfick TE Afemble. . - which's 3 added;to-prevenc theca 


mg thei {#8 racices in their; eeth, and to. juſtifie their private Ad- 
miniftrations, Ing ſhall happen to be reduced tothe' ſtate, in which 
they were before this Revolutions; for lc are Ml ge dextrous at bind- 
ing and | themſelves. And: T fart ſerved; that when 
they wan, peace Es bp, Hh apr for their Children ; for then 


ey have the 1n. __ place andrat any time ; 
whereas now che to, pg  nkeh ie, unleſs they can Wait 
their leiſure in_the pity gr iT which, falls our but once a week, 
excepr it be in ſome. Ciries. 

+ ft not let. paſs, . how hay .have reconded the diſſolving'of 'the 
Aﬀently, and: the appointing, of anocher.; - As was ſaidintheformer 
: Tefation, both” theſe weredone by che Co the Commuſener- inthe Kings name,to 
- which ar the cime they ſubmitted; but yetthey intended-fo ro record 


-  it,4s if the ſame, had been done by the ſimple Authoriryof the! Aſſembly 


ir ſelf; for they had it thus. This Aſſembly-thought fit to diſſolve it ſelf ,and 
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rigid man, but he would prove otherwiſe ; for ſach as came and heard bim, 
ſhould be welcome, and they '2pho dif withdraw ſhould be bet alone, and 
have their Liberty t0 go whither they pleaſed: So to facilitate his entry) 
he gave-ſmooth words, and diffembled both his own temper, and the 
Spirit and Genius of his party. But tho his diſcourſe ſhewed, that he 
defired to be ſettled at Dalkeith, upon any terms and conditions, E<- 
cauſeit was a £ood and convenient Living, yet'at his admiſſion, he 
profeſſed publickly, a greatreludtancy and averſion to it, and that ir 
was meer conſtraint that made him accept of the Charge. This was 
fo groſs, that ſeveral who were preſent, could not hear it with pa- 
cience, but at the very time-exclaimed, and charged him with Im- 
pudence, Hypocriſie, and mocking of God; for it was well known, 
that he had for a long time a great defire to that place, and himſelf 
knew, that he got it againſt the Willand Inclinations of the prople(a very 
1ew excepted). If this be not Intrufion, I know not what may be 
called fo. 

The next thing which falls under our conſideration, is the obſer- 
vation of the Fa#?, appointed by the Aſſembly ; the A& and Reaſons 
for this, which was enjoined to be read by all the Miniſters in Kirks 
and Aeeting-Houſes, and the Ciwil Sanfion enforcing it, were 
publiſhed with the Hiſtorical Relaticn of the General Aſſembly. "This 
Fait was long and much diſcourſed of before the day of keeping 
it. They who ſmell Political Detigns, in all the Presbyterian Faſts, 
{aid, Thatthe intent of it was not to pay Devotion to God, or to con- 
Ciliate his favour, by a general Humiliation, throughout the Kingdom, 
as was pretended, but that it was a Contrivance to ruine the Intereſt 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy, that thoſe who ſhonld obſerve ic, might be 
look'd upon as men of no Conſcience, and that whoſoever ſoul ſlighe 
it, might become obnoxious tothe cenſure of the Government. A 
Gentleman told me, that ſome time before the fitting ofthe AEwHIY 
he and ſome others were pleading for the Miniſter of that Pariſh, 
whom they deſigned to turn out, ' and that when the Presbyzerian Mi- 
niſters, and Lay-Elders (among whom. there was a preſent Lord of 
Seſjion) were deliberating what anſwer to give, he'over-heard' one ſay, 
We may grant the Gentlemen their Wy at this time, for the Aſſembly is to 
fit ſhortly, in which there will be an "At made, which will turn out all the 
Curates wery eaſily. ' The Gentleman, at the time, could not underſtand 
of what nature that would be, but afterwards, when the Fai? was en- 
joyned, heconcluded, that was it which was deſigned to give ſo ſevere 
and univerſal a blow to the Epiſcopal Clergy. - Ir is certain, that fome- 
thing of this nature was deſigned from the beginning, for as they were 
relolved not to. admic any Epitcopal Miniſter into Communion with+ 
| out 
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out ſome acknowledgment 3 ſo underſtanding, that enjoyning every 
one to do Pennance in particular, for his defectionfrom the Covenant 
and complying wich Prelacy, woulda be obſtructed, therefore thev 
thought a general Humiliation woul( be a fiteer expedient, which was 
Equivalent upon the matter. Whoſoever had read and conſidered 
My. Rule's Repreſentation of Presbyterian Government, might have foreſeen 
this, for in his anſwer to that objection ( which is the ſeventh) That #. 
Presbyterians got power, they would force all to make publick Repentance 
who Low owned Biſhops, taken the Teſt, or othey Oaths which they diſlike. 
He faith, our principle 3s, That publick' Scandals ought to be publickly rebuk- 
ed, yet there are Caſes, in which the ftriftneſs of Diſcipline, in this marter, 
may, and muſt be relaxed : As firſt, When' the matter of offence 1s contro- 
verted, and the ſinful prattiſe is from the miſ-information of the Lonſcience. 
And ſecondly, When the fault is Univerſal, and either the whole, or the 
greater part of the Church is Guilty, 'and ſo he coricludeth, tbat a genera! 
Humiliation of the whole Church, - may be inſtead of particular application > 
Cenſures. YOUR! | | 

. The Presbyterians gave out, that this Faſ# was a Reconciling thing, 
and that whoſoever duly obſerved it, would be taken inupon very cali: 
terms; but-the Epiſcopal Clergy were mightily offended with ir, and 
nothing gravelled them more than the Civil Santion, for they would 
not have much yrs Ad of the Afſembly, if that had not been 
added to it, but Teeing'that was added, they were puzled how to ex- 
cuſe themſelves from a*contempt of the Civil Government, it they 
did not keep the Faff, as they found it difficult to k2ep up thzir Repu- 
ration, among the people, with the obſervation of it, tor the people 
were no lefs diſguſted with it than the Clergy, looking upon ir as an 
Unckriſtian At, to impoſe ſuch a task upon the Miniſters of the Epif- 
copai Perſwaſion 5 and on all occaſions they plainly faid, that none 
but fordid Comphers would obſerve ir, for, in truth, the Presbyterian 
Faſts are not fo taking now, as'they were formerly in the reign of the 
Covenant, for it is oblerved, that Mountebanks never thrive ſo well the 
ſecond time they ſet up, in any place, as the firſt. 

'This cime there were ſeveral Papers emitted, containing reaſons why 
the Epiſcopal Clergy would not obſerve that Faſt, ** becauſe they could 
© not own the Authority.of the Aſſembly that enjoyned it, as a Law- 
* ful Repreſemative of this Chureh ; that by the Laws of God and the 
** Church, the Miniſters of the Presbyterian Perfwation had no right 
**ro impoſe Commands upon thoſe of the Epiſcopal, ſceing the ellen- 
** tial Conſtitution oftheir Government, whichis Parity, gives them no 
* Juriſdiction over the Brethren ; and conſequently, their Acts cannot 
* bind them wichour their Conſent, which cannot be pretended to 
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©* hare, ſeeing they had no-Delegares, or Repreſentatives in the Aſſems» 
*bly. Ir was again argucd, that the Reaſons of the Faſt were very 
* ambiguous, and not eaſily underſtood ; that if by the general. De- 
* fettien, and taking of unlawful Oaths, they meant. the compliance 
* with Prelacy, and ſwearing Allegiance, and the Teſt, the Epiſcopal 
* Clergy could not profeſs Rep:ntance and Humiliation for theſe, 
* withouta horrid Profanation of th2 Name of God, while in their 
© Conſciences they were not convinced of the unlawiulneſs of theſs 
* Compliances, and that it ſhewed the lictle regard. the Presbyteri. 
* ans had for the Sacred Offices of Religion, to enjoin their obſer- 
* vance of this, when they knew what their Judgment and Senti- 
* ments were, as to theſe rhings. Burt amongt all the papers which 
came abroad on that occaſion, . there was nane - more diverting than 
the Burleſque Poem on the Faſt, which one witily .called the Preſent ' 
State of Scotland;for it not only gave-a lively Picture of the Presbyterian 
party, but alſo ic wittily repreſeared che: Humours:and: Characters of 
the ſeveral parties within the Kingdom, and of many particular perſons, 
lo that eventhoſe concerned, thoughttheir Neighbours part was well 
done ; however, diſpleaſed they might be with their own. | 

When the time of abſerving the Fit drew 'near,, the; Clergy: of :rbe: 
Dioceſs of Aberdeen, took occaſion to communicate their; thoughts tos 
gether, and found themſelves obliged,. both in Conſcierice and Repn- 
ration, 'not to obſerve it : Thoſe of Arvzus,, Perth, antl ſome other plz- 
ccs, followed their Meafurez, fo that it was: kept by. very few in the 
Northern parts, The Epiſcopal Clergy inthe South, had not ſuch op» 
portunity of me2zting, and therefore were.not 10. unanimous, either 
in their Sentiments or Practiſes. Some few -nade-no-{cruple, either 
of keeping the Faſt, or of reading the: Aſſemblie*s,Reg/ons for it. Some 
others kept the Faft, bur would not read tne; Paper appointed by the 
General Aſſembly, and what perſwaded them to this, was a Report chat 
the Court had given Aſſurance, that they. who oblerved the Day 
jhould not ſuffer, tho they had no regard either to the Authority or 
Reaſons, of ths General A\ſembly. And'to make this the more probab'e, . 
there was a Paper handed about amongſt them, concerted.and agreed 
to {as was ſaid) at London, by ſome Biſhops and others chere, to be 
read initead of that appointed by the Aiſembly ; I ſhall ſer it down, 
ut I know none who made ule of ite 
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A-Copy of a'Paper, appoihted tobe read inflead of that fer 


forth by the Aſſembly about the Faſt. 


Oraſmuch as a Faſt is appointed by Their Manic moſt Hencu- 

' rable Privy Counci!, to «AE throughout, this Kingdom, upon 
1h ſecond. Thurſliay of January next, , and - great and many crying 
Sins of this Nation, and eſpecially the ſad Deſolgtion of this poor Church, 
and the commen want uf, Zeal,. which appears m this Land, px the Truth 
and Intereſt of the Goſpel'; together, with the great  Inteſtine Diviſions 
and Commotions among us, that at once ſhake both our Religion and 
the Civil Government, do call aloud to all ranks and degrees of peo- 
ple, ſeriouſly to humble themſclues before Almighty God, and to ſuppli- 
cate his Divine Majeſty, that in the midſt of that" Wrath, which 
this Nation  defervies, be may remember Mercy, that. he may heal the 
Breaches that are made in the Walls of his Sion, and pour out the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, Charity and Moderation, ' upon all men, particu- 
larly upon theſe that ſerve at his Altar. And frnally, That he may 
graciouſly preſerve the Sacred Perſons of King William and Queen Mary, 
or Dread Soveraigns, and proſper them in the Defending their King- 
doms, from the Common Enemy, that all their Subjetls may ka# a 
quiet ard peaceable life under them, in all Godlineſs and Finesly : 
Therefore you of this Pariſh, hereby are earneſtly Exhorted to draw near 
to God, in this his Houſe, upn the foreſaid 'T hurſday, | being the next en- 
ſuing, and to come with a Holy and Religious preparation of Soul and Bv- 
dy, for offering up the Sacrifices of broken and contrite Hearts and Spirits, 
to the Father of Mercics, that ſo his Tudgments, that are ſo. hanging 
over our Heads, may be diverted, and by the pious Groans and Inter:ſfions 
of our humbled Souls, be may, through the Mediation of his only Son, ukr 
Redeemer, be prevailed with yet, to make us a bleſſed people, /im the happy 
continuance v4 our Proteſtant Religion, in ſettlmg bis Church ſo ' amongſt 
us, as may moſt tend for the Glory of his Name, and for advancing all 
the greet Ends of our moſt Holy Faith, And laſtly, in eſtabliſhing Peace 
ana Proſperity, under our moſt Gracious Soweraigns, fo as both we, and 
our Peſterity after us, may reap the comfortable fruits of them. 


Some being per{waded that there were but too many Reafons for 

a Faſt, and conſidering too, that there were particular Reaſons gi- 
ven for this Faft, by the 4ſſembly, who enjoyned ic, which were in 
every. bogies hands, theretore they thought themſelves obliged, not 
only: to- obſerve a Faſt, but alſo p—, take notice of theſe Reaſons, and 
2 0 
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© hare, ſeeing they had no Delegates, or Repreſentatives in the Aſſems 
*bly. It was again argucd, that the Reaſons of the Faſt were very 
* ambiguous, and not eaſily underſtood ; that if by the general De- 
* feetien, and taking of unlawful Oaths, they meant. the compliance 
* with Prelacy, and ſwearing Alegiance, and the Teſt, the Epiſcopal 
*Clergy could not profeſs Rep:mtance and Humiliation for theſe, 
© without a horrid Profanation of th2 Name of Gad, whilz in their 
© Conſciences they were not convinced of the unlawiulnels of theſs 
* Compliances, and that it ſhewed the little regard. the Presbyteri. 
* ans had for the Sacred Offices of Religion, to enjoin their obſer- 
© yance of this, when they knew what their Judgment and Senci- 
* ments were, as to theſe things. But among{t all the papers which 
came abroad on that occaſion, there was nane more diverting than 
the Burleſgue Poem on the Faſt, which one witily .called the Preſent 
State of Scotland,for it not only gave-a lively Picture of the Presbyterian 
party, but alſo ic wittily repreſented the: Humours:and: Characters of 
the ſeveral parties within the Kingdom, and of many particular perſons, 
{o that even thoſe concerned, thought their Neighbours part was well 
done ; however, diſpleaſed they might be with their own. 

When the time of abſerving the Fat drew 'near, the; Clergy: of itbe 
Dioceſs of Aberdeen, took occaſion to communicate their; thoughts 'tos: 
gether, and found themſelves obliged, . both in Conſcience and Repn- 
cation, 'nat to obſerve it : Thoſe of Apzus, Perth, and ſome orher pla- 
ces, followed their Meafurez, fo that it was: kept by. very few in the 
Northern parts. The Epiſcopal Clergy inthe South, had nor ſuch op» 
portunity of m2zting, and therefore were.not 10. unanimous, either 
in their or EY or Practiſes. Some few -made-no-ſcruple, either 
of keeping the Faſt, or of reading the Aſemblie*s, Reaſons tor it. Some 
others kept the Faft, bur would not read the Paper appointed by the 
General Aſſembly, and what perſwaded them to this, was a Report that 
che Court had given Aſſurance, that they. who obſerved the Day 
thould not ſuffer, tho they had no regard either to the Authority or 
Reaſons, of ths General A(ſembly. And to make this the more probab'e, . 
there was a Paper handed about amongſt them, concerted. and agreed 
to {as was faid) at London, by ſome Biſhops and others chere, to be 
read iniiead of that appointed by the Aſſembly ; I ſhall ſer ic down, 
ut I know none who made ule of ite 
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A Copy of a' Paper, appoitted' to be read inflead of that fer 
forth by the Aſſembly about tlie Faf. 


Oraſmuch as a Faſt is a pointed by Their Magjeſties moſt Hencu- 

' rable Privy Counci!, to M «48S, throughout, this Kingdom, upon 
the ſecond, Thurf.iay of. January next, , and the. great and many crying 
Sins of this Nation, and is the ſad Deſolation of this poor Church, 
ant the common want of Zeal, which appears m this Land, px the Truth 
and Intereſt of the Giſpel'; together, with the great. Inteſtine. Diviſions 
and Commotions among us, that at once ſhake both our Religion and 
the Civil Government, do call aloud to all ranks and degrees of peo- 
ple, ſeriouſly to humble themſelues before Almighty God, and to ſuppli- 
cate his Divine Majeſty, that in the midſt of that* Wrath, which 
this Nation deferyes, be may remember Mercy, that. he may heal the 
Breaches that ate made in the Walls of his Sion, and pour out the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, Charity and Moderation, ' upow all men, particu- 
larly upon theſe that ſerve at his Altar. And finally, That be may 
graciouſly preſerve the Sacred Perſons of King William and Queen Mary, 
ow Dread Soveraigns, and proſper them in the Defending their King- 
doms from the Common Enemy, that all their Subjefts may Kat n 
quiet and peaceable life under them, in all Godlineſs and FHunesly : 
Therefore you of this Pariſh, hereby. are earneſtly Exhorted to draw near 
to God, in this his Houſe, upn the foreſaid "Thurſday, | being the next en- 
ſuing, and to come with a Holy and Religious preparation of Soul and Ro- 
dy, for offering up the Sacrifices of broken and contrite Hearts and Spirits, 
to the Father of Mercics, that" ſo his Fudgments, that are ſo. hangins 
over our Heads, may, be diverted, and by the pious Groans and Inter:tions 
of our humbled Souls, be may, through the Mediation of his only Son, our 
Redeemer, be prevailed with yet, to make us a bleſſed people, "in the happy 
continuance wi our Proteſtant Religion, in ſettling his Church ſo amongſt 
us, as may moſt tend for the Glory of his Name, and for advancing all 
the grem Ends of our moſt. Holy Faith, And laſtly, in eſtabliſhing Peace 
and Proſperity, under our moſt Gracious $ overaigns, fo as both we, and 
our Peſterity after us, may reap the comfortable fruits of them. 


Some being per{waded that there were but too many Reafons for 

a Faſt, and conſidering too, that there were particular Reaſons gi- 
ven for this Faſt, by the 4ſſembly, who: enjoyned ic, which were in 
every. bocies hands, theretore they thought themſelves obliged, not 
only: to- obſerve a Faſt, but alſo = take notice of theſe Reaſons, _ 
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fo they read the Aſſemblies Paper, and Commented upon it, and by 
an exceſs of Charity, made the Aſembly ſpeak what they ought to have 
done, rather than what they actually did, The Miniſters ,of Ea#/ 
Lothian, and, 1 ſuppoſe, ſome from the Mers, met at Haddingron, 
the Week before the Faff, to take joynt meaſures for the obſervation of 
it : It was ſoon agreed to, That they could neither in Reputation 
rior Conſcience obſerve it,. as it was enjoyned by the Aſſembly, and 
theretore it was firſt reſolved to do it with a Proreſtarion ; accordingly 
the following Proteftation was Compoſed, which each of them was to 
take a Copy of, and to read it from the Pulpit, both on Sunday, at 
theIntimation of the Faff, and on Thurſday, the Eighth of Fanuary, 
which was the day appointed. | 


A Copy of a Proteſtation, which ſome Miniſters offered to make, 
at the Intimation of the Faſt, that was kept upon the 8th. of 
January 91. if ſome of their Brethren of the Presbytery, 
where they have their Reſidence, would have joyned with them 
iu zt. 


"Hereas Their Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council, by 
*their Ak and Proclamation, of the date November 21----90, 
* hath ratified and approven an Ad& of the General Aſſembly, of the 
* date November 12. that ſame year, appointing a Solemn National 
* Faſt and Humiliation to be obſerved in all the Churches and Meeting- 
* Houſes within this Kingdom, the 2d. Thurſday of this Inftant. We 
* declare, That we judge our ſclves obliged to give obedience to the 
* forefaid At of Council, in fo far as that is conſiſtent with good 
* Conſcience, and the Duty we owe to God and his Truth ; and thar 
© we are molt deſirous to joyn with all others within this Nation, in 
* the: publick and folemn Confeflion of our Sins, deprecating the 
* Wrath of God, and ſupplicating for his Mercy, and in all.the other 
* Pious and Religious Exerciſes, - proper for that Day of Humiliation 
"and Faſting. Eur being that there are ſeveral Cauſes and Reaſons 
* expreſſed and ſpecified in the faid Act.of the' General Aſſembly, 
* which do manifeſtly contradict our Principles and Opinions, and 
'-fome things affirmed and afferted, irreconcileable to Truth and 
*Charity, and other Chriſtian Duties ; and leſt our obſervance of chart 
* Faſt, thould be Interpreted the Homologating of theſe, or a ſordid 
© or geceittul Compliance againſt our Conſciences, we: judge on : 
f ©zeives. 
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© ſelvesbound to declare, as hereby we do declare, That we intimate 
© and publiſh this Faſt, and will- obſerve it, for theſe Reaſons and 
; Cauſes only that are conſiſtent with our Opinions, which we have 
© owned by Solemn Oaths, and with the Charity, and other Duries, 
incumbent on. us, by the Laws of the Goſpel; and do renounce all 
"Grounds, Reaſons and Cauſes, contrary unto, or inconſiſtent theres 
* with: And-in-particular, We do prote 

I. © That by keeping of this Faſt, we do not own or acknowledge; 
* the Power and Authority that the foreſaid Aſſembly does arrogate 
© over us, in ſofar asthat iscontrary to the Word of God, and never 
© heard of in the. Chriſtian Church before this time, to. wit, "That 
© Presbyters ſhould have a power of Government and Juriſdictionover 
* other Prod, who are of the ſame Office and Degree. 

2- © We doproteſt, that we do not approve of theſe Words, That the 
© Supremacy was advanced in ſuch a way, and to ſuch a beight, as never 
© any Chriſtian Church acknowledged, being we know, and are ready 
© to prove, that they are falſe, and being, tho the Supremacy is taken 
© away by the Law, as unſuirable to the preſent circumſtances of af- 
* fairs; yer it is not declared a finful Prerogative of che Crown, neither . 
©do weeſteem it as ſuch. 

2. © We do proteſt, That we do-not own or aſſent unto that Rea- 
© fon of the Faſt, That the Government of the Church was altered, and 
© Prelacy, which hath always been grievous. to this Nation, introduced 
© without the Churches conſent, and contrary to the ſtanding Afts of our 
© National Aſſemblies, &c. being we certainly know, that Epiſcopa- 
© cy was never more grievous to the Nation than Presbytery, and 
© that it was ſettled with the Churches conſent, in free General Afſenz- 
© blies, afterthe Reformation, and was afterward received and ſub- 
© mitted to, by the Church, in free Meetings and Aſſemblies: And, 
* in particular, we do aflert, That the Aſſembly held at Glaſgow 1610: 
© which eſtabliſhed and ſercled Epiſcopacy, was as lawfully Convo+ 
© cated, and of as undoubted Authority, as the Afembly held at Glaſ- 
© gow 1638, which turned it out ; as alſo that Epiſcopacy. was re- 
© ſtored by a lawful Parliament, Az. 1661. and approved by the ſubſe- 
© quent actings of the Church,in fo far as that was neceſſary in referenco 
© to a Government, formerly ſettled by Ads of Parliament, and 
© Aſſemblies of more unqueſtionable Authoricy, than any that had 
* Aboliſhed the ſame. 

4.. © We do proteſt, that we do.not approve of theſe Words, Fhat 
©. Prelacy was introduced contrary to the ſtanding Afis of our National A(= 
* (emblies, being it doth imply, that the King and Parliament cannoe 
© make any Law, anent the External Goyernment and Py. or ys 

| | © Chiich,. 
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* Church, if contrary to any AR of a Generat Aﬀembly 3 which is 
© to pive' an} Abfolute and Uncontroulable: power to Church-men, 
© and is inconſiſtent with the'undouhted Right and Power the Stare 
© hath for reforming Abiifes in the' Adminiſtration - of Church-Go- 
© xernment and Diſcipline, and diſpoſing of that as may beſt ferve the 
© ends of Religion, and the peace of the Kingdom: + 

5. © We doproteſt, that we do not approve of theſe Words: 4nd 
* yet, nevertheleſs, of the then 5tanding Miniſtry of Scotland; many 'did 
> (uddenly and readily comply with that: alteration of the Government, ſome 
© out bf Pride and Covetouſneſs, or Men pleaſing, ſome through Infirmity 
*and Weakneſs, or fear of Man, and want of Courage and Zeal for 
* God, many faithful Miniſters were thereupon cajt out, and many inſufft- 
* cicnt and ſcandalous thruft into tn their Charges, &*c. for theſe do neceila- 
*rily imply the Divine Right of Presbyterian Governmem, that *no 
© Humane Authority can atter ir, and that ſubmifion unto, or com 
* pliance with any other isfinfal; and that fubmiflion co Epiſcopacy 
© reſtored, An. 1662. did proceed from vitious Canfes; as alfo they 
© do imply an uncharitable Cenſure of many faichful Miniſters, as 
* Men pleafers, wanting Conrage and Zeal for God, and the like, 
* which we think very oppoſite to the temper and difpoſition where- 
* with the Duties of Faſting and Humiliation ſhoald be performed. 

6. © We do proteſt that we do not approve of theſe Words, Thar 
© there hath been under the late Prelacy a great decay of Piety, /o that it 
* was enough to make a man be Nick named a Phanatick, if he did not rim” 
© ro the ſame exceſs of Riot with others ; for tho we do grant there hath 
* been much Impiety under the late PreJacy, and do mourn for it 
* yet we do affirm, That it abounded as much under Presbytery, 
*and it is not agreeable to the ſincerity of our Confefitons, on a 
© Day of Solemn Humiliation, or at any time, to be partial m the 
© Rehearfal of our Sins, or to Giftinguiſh our ſelves from others, 
© asif we were more Righteous, and to confine Religion and Godli- 
* nefs to a Party, | | 

7. * We do proteſt, that we do not approve of that Reaſon + the Faſt, 
© That the Nation hath been guilty of breaking their Oaths, and impeſmg 
© and taking ungodly and uniawful Oaths and Bonds, &c. in fo far as 
© theſe may ſgnitie the Oatbs of Allegiance, Supremacy, and the Teft, 
© which Oaths, as vie Swore in Judgment, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, 
* fo we do ſtill acknowledge the equity and obligation of them. 

8, *We cannot approve of that Reaſon of the Fatt, The wonted 
© Care and Religious Sandtifying of the Lords Day is gone, &c. And of 
* char Petition we are required to fend upunto God, that the preachin 
© of the Word, and diſpencing of the Sacraments, may be accompanied wit 

| *the 
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© rhe womted preſence, power, and bleſſing of the Spirit of the Lord : in fa- 
* far as $0 na0y ids, that the 4 r'of the 6 ff Nee Sacraments 
* is reſtrained and 2zrue Godlineſs decayed under Epiſcopacy, and that 
* they abounded under Presbytery ; which is to 'make the Life of Re- 
* ligion depend upon Opinions and ourward Forms of Government, or 
to have the perſons of men in admiration, and favours of that Spiritu- 
* al and ph: ifaical pride, which will render all our fokmn humiliari- 
© ons hateful ro God, : 
9. © We doprarelt, that theſe words,” Ie have ſimned: notwithſtanding 
© of Promiſes and ſolemn Vowing and Covenanting with God to the contrary , 
*arenot underſtood by us with any reterenceto the Solemm League and 
, Gone which ſome do apprehend to be: the meaning of the General 
© Aſſembly. 
© All theſe and the like Reaſons and Caufes of the Faft, tho not here 
© expreſt, that are inconſiſtent withour declared opinions are renotth- 
*ced and difowned by us. And we to proteſt, that our obſervance 
* of this Faſt ſhall not be interpreted as-the approving and homologa- 
© ting any of thele; And we dodefire and intreat all that are of che 
© faine Principles with us, as they will avoid the Sin of Hypoctiſie 
and mocking of God, and would be accepred of him, that” chey 
* carefully ſeparate betwixt theſe grounds and reaſons of the Faſt, that 
© are agreeable to, and theſe that are contrary to their duty and good 
© Conſcience, and that they joyn with us in this our Proteſtacion; 
* openly owning and declaring their Judgment anent the ſame : We 
* do allo earneſtly exhort all, in the love and fear of God, that laying 
© aſide all prejudices, malice, uncharitableneſs, and indifcreet and irre- 
* gular zeal, lying, and flandering ; that they may unite togethec in 
© confefling the Sins they are guilty of; and humble. themſelves in 
© the ſight of God, for their Sins, and the Sins of: their Fore fathers, 
© without any partial reſpe& tothe opinion, that hath occaſioned ſome 
* diviſions and differences in preſent and former times; and that they 
*{end up their fervent prayers to Almighty God, thac he would be 
© pleaſed to beſtow, of his Grace and Spirit upon all Orders arid Ranks 
* of People, that they may live as becomes the Goſpel, and ſhew forth 
*che praiſes of him, who has- called chem from darkneſs to' his mar- 
* vellous. light ; and in particular that they would pray, that ir may 
pleaſe our moſt merciful Father, . to inſpire all-che Members of his 
© Church, with the meek and loving Spirit of our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
* viour Jeſus Chriſt, and that every one may ſeek afrer theſe things 
* that make for. peace, and whereby they may edific one another; that 
"there may be a mutual forbearance of one another, -as to the opini- 
©'ons anent the Government of the Church, which hath occaſioned {o- 
mucl1- 
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*much diſquiet and diſorder to this Church and K ingdom ; and chat 
*none be forced or tempted to declare ordo againſt their Conſciences, 
© and that amidſt the differences of opinions, there may be a chearful 
© concurrence, in all things that have a reſpe& unto the-glory of God, 
© and the advancement ot true Godlineſs. 

* Finally we do exhort all (as we our ſelves do reſolve by Divine 
©Affiſtance ) religiouſly and devoutly to obſerve the Faſt for all theie 
*ends and purpoſes, and inthe manner ſpecified in the A@ of the Ge- 
© neral Aſſembly, in fo far as that is conſiſtent with this our Proteſtaci- 
ons and is allowable by the Laws of the Goſpel. 


- Putupon ſeconi thoughts, it was concluded, that the Proteftatior 
might give greater offence than the total neglect ofthe Faft, and fo ar 
laſt it was agreed, that none ſhould obſerve the Faſt in any wiſe. Bur 
one Mr. D. who was not preſent, being adviſed, that it was ſafeſt to 
make ſome obſcrvation of it, that he might not be ſingular, he pre- 
vailed with the Ainifter of Haddington, and one or two more, to break 
off from that general reſolution, and to keep the Fa#t with him. 

In Edinburgh it was only oblerved. by Mr. //i/kie in the Tolboorh, and 
Mr. Craig in the Lady Yeſters Church : But no mans Behaviour in this 
affair was ſo worthy to be remarked, as that of the Reverend Mr. Char- 
ters heretofore Profeſſor of Divinity in the Colledge of Edinburgh, and 
at preſent Miniſter of Dirleronr. All who have any acquaintance with 
Him, know that he is a perſon both of great learning and piety, whoſe 
Charity prompted him to think all the good of every one that can be 
rcalonably conceived. He was convinced, that there were too many 
reaſons and cauſes,which called for fafting, mourning, and humiliation; 
bur as he well knew the practiccs of Presbyterians in former times,fo it 
ſeemed evident to him,that at this time they were endeavouring to car- 
ry on their own Seifiſh ends under the colour of Religion and hadap- 
pointed this Faſt to be a ſnare,whereby the weak and ignorant might be 
drawn unawaresto own and acknowledge their falle and narrow prin- 
ciples, and which mighc afforda fair opportunity of inflicting Eccle- 
ſtaſtical Cenſures and other puniſhments upon others who would nat to 
Tordidly deſert their Principles, nor debaſe their former Character and 
Profcflion. He had ſuch an imprefiion of this baſe dealing, of the 
{candal and prejudice, which Religion ſuffered by ir ; and ofthe dan- 
ger, which threatened che beſt part of the Church, that he thought 
Every one obligcd to :cſtifie againſt this A# of rhe Afembly, and to do 
all he could, co., prevent the peoples being deceived. And becaulc a 
bare forbcaring a Fat in his judgment was not a ſufficient Remmſtrance, 
thgrelors bh cauſed to be read the Aﬀembly's 4d and Reaſcns, pub- 
lickly 
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"lickly in the-Congregation , andafrerwards he ſpoke ta,:the people 
to this purpoſe. nid 4 off FETT 
Ye [$20.1 che cauſes of the Faſt, as they are repreſented by | 
* rhe General Aſſembly they haverecommended it to Paſtors and others 
* to be ſerious and [incers in the. Confeſſion and: acknowledgment + 
"their. own-and:the- Nations iy dy y: and to; be.carneit in the'r 
© Supplications for fuchifavouts from God», as the. preſent condition 
© and circumftances, in which this and-other Reformed Churches are, 
* do call for. - I hope after, the hearing; of ſo long a. Paper, you will 
© have a little further patience, while Lſincerely repreſent to. you ſome 
* things concerning, the: fins we are toj confeſs," and the. mercies, for 
* which we are-to ſupplicate, All who are wiſe and have aright ſenſe 
* of true Religion and Chriſtianity, cannot but. ſee,, that there, hath 
© been-a -greatdefection amongſt us. 1/7 1 oo ot ys od oye 
-  £ This defection hath not. been from che ouch, 19r from he fundg- 
© mergal Articles of the Ghrifjian,Faich , buy Frog, the Ujs. of: God 
© and the power. ot Religion;' and. from thattemper and converſation, 
* which the Goſpelrequires -jn;us, ſo thas CF 0r but, we and all 
;80od men will joyn with the Aſembly ,/ un acknowledging the: fins 
and defection of \Natiqns;:;) CG * 250 4! £10, | e's 
: ſpa yr en pore 1h hn yo lent Epucappyy 25 a ring 
* Pal. and-capital point 103 the def4#4om, And As INENGAUCTQ(Y AGO utter 
© degrees oE Gorruption;-1 find my, {clt obliged to deglar, Yn Cut 
© this affair upon! this ocalian. -1 do; not zake,my ſelF.to bound to 
© endeavour; to-juſtitie, the manner ot the introduction of Epilcopacy 
Romy: 
lay 
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<1nto,this;;Churchu#n, +662, 007 the Rs Spies and. OL 
© nation. of. perſons. to:that Office, hy Ie gm hy or F1z8 
«legal Eſtabliſhment; nor the;Laws, by which it was eſfabliſhed among 
* but ſome who. were in the Othice of Epiſcopacy' and that complied 
* with that Goyernment, might |have. begn.in ſome meaſure accellary 
* to: the, corriaptians,: by theiribad ——_ or Connivance, and neg- 
* le of the. true; Exerciſe i Fpigling, ; Bur yer I cannot think'thar 
* ctheſertling of att Impariry,pf che; Officers of.the.Church,is to be Jooked 
© upon:as a defe#iion, | or; that -it-is a; thing in itſelf unlawful; or char ie 
* is of it felt _introiuRorytiof the abounding of wickednels and ſcan= 
* dals in. tha Church. /This 1 may with the greateſt: contidence affirm; 
*that Religion never flouriſhed more in the World, than it did when 
and. where ther was; an, Imperity among the Officers of the Church 
COLIN l kndwvriches bogs Prot wy do allow 
Epifoopacy,i and cpatinueitnl this day. undertiat form of Gayernment 5 

"and Iam furerhar moſtofithg Wile, Pious,and.Learned menabroad, 
© tho they live where the Rang is not Epiſcopal, have not ſuch 
bad 
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* bad rfionghts of It as our Brethrin here have, . Amd 'wherezs they 
* charge many of the then ſtanding Miniſtry with compliance with 
© the alteration of the Governitieft, 1 do nor ſee that 'the continu- 
"ance of Paſtors to ſerve God and the Church under the lare Retfe- 
* merit, is-to be lobK'd upon as a defeMion, for which they are to re- 
© penic; vivers'of them having continued to ſerve in the Minitiry, 
© neither but. of Pride, tor: Coveroultieb, or Fear, or Weakanes, or 
© warit of Cotrage, but ont of Conſtience,. and a fear wo offend 
God, by refhſing their ſervice In that ſtation, when there was'no in- 
* ſuperable Rop, or bar” piit In there way; as they thought there then 
* was tt; And 'the like may be fail of many others, who ene 
"afterwards into the Paſtoral Office, . under:therthe late Government. 
©Dnit norwithitanding of what we have ſaid of chis matter, we'cin- 
* not but acknowledge, that there has beers a great defeRtion among 
"us. Met) generdlly have ſhaken' bff the Yole:of Chriſt; and Ex-- 
peel none of ' Hat refpet:, which' we''all awe rohis Laws, and 
 haye abaridviied chemfclies t6 their Taſts, and covrope inclinations, 
Þ that iflgtafies and Iinhoralicies of all forts have aboanded, and 
*ocnerally menof all ranks have 6orrupted their ways. 'Corerouſnefs, 
* Fraud , Oppreſlion, Injuſtice, Senſuality; -Dratikenneh, and divers 
* kids of ahcleannelſts; Curfing, Sweatngy Atheiſm, neglect of the 
* worftiipof God, arid other Sitts, beſides theſe reckoned in chis Paper 
*have abounted. The Afembly: acknowledges, that there have been - 
forme dilorders, among thoſe '6f their perfwaſion:' Which, they-fay 
*s rater of himiſlizcion, ſach as, ſcandalous diviſions, injurious -re- 


"fletions: orga, aid Tome dangerous principles 'drunk 
Gin. "The BF; it Ra be lamented, 1Dar-ſom of rherr wy; who in} 
"rhe Wah #hipgs Hd endeavour to maintain their Integrity, ' did wot got ſed- 
" {onttble nll teceſſitry reflihrony, ag thntt the Hefittioris ind evils of the times, 
: b5 py ea he 1, geen | 
and tid not keth a due diffiente from them, If they do tmeat hereby (and 
"7 know not whit elſe cah be underftood by it ) that it is to be lamen- 
*#&t, thar fome of their way did-not ſeparare from fuchas complied 
© with the Government, but did joyn in worſhip with theth - 'This 
* will "not 4ppear to any otters; belides forme 'of chemſohves, - tobe 
"matter of extation. It is rather matter of Lamamation'; that 
"fo thatiy ofthem did behave themſelves fo ſchiſmatically, androfuſcd 

to foyin in worſhip on ſach ſlender grounds, with theſe who were 
"nor of the lameperſwafion with them concerning the Governniem. 

| Mok free to approptiate-toxhoſb of cheir ways 
b rokred bo Revd their 
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c the integrity of the main things, and did own all the neceſſary and 


fundamental traths of the Goſpel; and did bear faithful witneſs 

©agaihft che courſe 'of the! trae and real! defeFHFion from Truth and Righre- 
—— They confeſs, as I underftand/ ir, that all of wharſvever 
; pe ni—G, Sereratly do not receive Chriſt, nor imitate him , 
fa Aa ” 1. | 

© They ltave pafſed over many fins of theſe of ther way, which all 

* other people ſee, whereof fome are atteft proper tothem; how many 
* of them ate Proud, Fierce, Contentlons, Turbulent, Seditieus and 
* Ungovernabfe; many 6&f ttienr prefiime 'to judge and cenfare, re- 
* proach, tevite aid" tradice fitch as are notof their way tho Magiſtrate, 
"afnd Miniſters, Not a few ſeem to pa all Religion in a zeal for 
* their proper opinions,and in running ſeparate courfes from thoſe who 
* are not of thelr perfwaſions ; many vt them are of a Factions, Schil- 
* matical '\md uncharitable' temper, and hays by their birter and'ir:- 
* diſcreet 2841, been protnpted; ro fach inhumane ,  barbarous and 
* Crebl actions, 'which have been fo miuth'the more ſcandalous as be- 


*ing acted wnder colour ant prerence of Religion. Theſe and ſuch 


* like 1th6old be confeſſed ingenonfly, and mournedfor : And O 
*that it might pleafe'Godl ro Tnxke us dll Rrtſible how far we have de- 
* dlitted froth thar Spttir, *nd temper, aftd that behaviour and'Con- 
* verſztion, which the Goſpel requirts'n us, {and 't Qifpole us 'to re- 
"forth and amehd. = ; 
"As to thofe thinds for which we ite defired to pray, we have al! 
"reaſon Feartily to;joyn with them. There is only one expreffion 
* which T have obſetved, in which I fear they mean, ſomething for 


» 
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* which T cannot joyn in Prayer with them. The *expreffion ts, 


© Thatiall the Lords people thay be of 'one mind in the Loril; if be? Proc 


*by it as they ſhauld'dv, thatthey may all agree inthe ſundainentals 
of Religion, and"may with one mind ant! one mouth glortfic'God, 
*and may live th Love, Peace and Concord together; and joyntly 
*purſue the aftaitiment of evetlaſting Life : It is a'very'fit Petition, 
*and we -are all earneſtly to pray for it- But if they mean, we are 
"to pray har 'all "may have he Ithe fentiments with "Themſelves, about 
* the Governimtht of the'Church, niid-may tonſider Pre:hyrerizn Goutrnment 
"fo be 'of ſuch cincern and importance, 4s thenifebves takes to'be's Sm 
* not joyn withthem' in'ir. That apimion "being 'the ſource of mo 
* of the Uiſtraftions, Which abound among us, and depriving them 
* Who hold'it;of what they owe toall, who hold the fimdamentals of 
* the Chriftian Faith,and valkagtecabletothe Laws of the eg 1 Tt 
"Incapacirares then wh6*hbllf it for petforntt g 311 Offices of Love, 
*to'theſe, who'ite'norof their Eee oh, -atid "prompts them _=—_ 
2 * have 
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$ have themſelves towards all ſuch as Enemics to God and Religion ; 


*it makes them look with, an evil eye upontheſe Proteſtant, Chur- 
* ches, which have not ſuch a model of Government, - and begets in 
* them, a negle&, diflike,: and averſion from theſe Churches. | 

* Tuſe notto ſpeak fo much. of theſe things in ſuch an auditory, nor 
© had I now ſpoken of them, if we had been fo diſcreetly deal wich 
©as not to be driven to it, ,Tbis was ſaid on Sunday, On Thurſday, 
© wbich was the Faſs, day, he adqed as follows, : 

This day is fer /a 'part for Faſting, and humbling our ſelves un- 
*der the Senſe of . our Sins,..and the Sins of the Church, . and Nari- 
"on, of which we are. Members ,, . and.jto. deprecate the wrath and 
*heavy judgments, which our ſins deſerve, and to beg mercy from 
*Ggd;, &c. , And indeed ir is evident that we are all highly. guil. 
*ty before-Gatd, and have grievoufly provoked him ta wrath, and 
© indignation againſt; us; 'we have  diſobeyed_ and deſpiſed the 
* Goſpel, and almoſt,,Univerſally unfer.the Profeſſion of the Chri- 
*ſtian Religion., | have lived beg arm chal and whereas the Goſpel 
*teaches us to: live Righteouſly , Godlily and Soberlyz Unrighteouſ- 
"neſs, Ungodlineſs, Uncharitableneſs, and Intemperance have aboun+ 
*ded among us, it is fit, that we confeſs theſe things with grief and 
ſorrow. "The A4fembly in that Paper which was read to you the 
* other day, tho they lay.. open the ſins of others, er are. too ipa- 
* ring, in confefling theſe of their own way. © They ſay among 
*other rhings, that Epiſcopacy was introduced, many faithſul Miniſters 
©xere caſt out , and inſufficient and ſcandalous men thruſt in on their 
,* Charges; but there was not a word in all the Paper of not a few 
* faithtul Paſtors caſt out by ſome of their ,way, in a diſorderly and 
*tumultuous manner, they being, private, Heb and: without Au- 
*thority.: . I wiſh the vacancies they have made may not be ſupplied 
*by ſcandalous perſons, or ſuch as are weak and inſufficient ;, and 
© deſticure of a right ſenſe and underſtanding of Religion, 

This much may ſuffice. of: the , behaviour of Epiſopal men; as.to 
the Preshyterians themiclves, to be ſure, they kept the Faſt with a 
great deal. yy and zeal; but as. if it had been.only appoint- 
ed tor confefling the errours of Epiſcopacy., and'the Sms of Epiſcopal 
zwen:: They ſpent the. whole, day upon this: Their Sermons and 
Prayers were nothipg elſe, but ſo' many inveRtives againſt the Epiſ- 
copal Clergy, andthe. former Reigns, which was - done partly to 
latisfie. their Revenge, becauſe they. could da no more. at: preſent 3 
an. partly to enflame the peoples rage; and to: render them more 
keen; upon their deſtruction. Only *Mr, Fic in the Meeting houſe 
of the Canom:gaze, thought he, would te_too paitial, if he ſhould 


only. 


only reckon up the Sins of others; wherefore in the Afterncon , he 
refolved to confeſs his own ſins and the ſins of bis Party, and fo 
he inſtanced among other Peccadillos , their raking an Indulgence 
from a Popiſh: King, which was only granted to make way for Popiſh 
Prieſts and Jeſuit, who ſought the ruine of the Proteſtant Religion: * We 
© knew this, faid he, well enough ; but ſelf intereſt byaſſed us: and 
© the ſame principal of {If intereſt made us guilty of ſinful ſilence; 
* for all that time, we never Preached againſt Popery, fearing that 
"we might Joſe that Liberty, if we did. And none faid he, was 
* more guilty than my ſelf; for Maſs was faid daily at my Lugg, 
© and yet I never opened my mouth. Indeed theſe men were very 
cautious then, and careful to abſtain from every thing, that mighe 
be ſuppoſed. to give the leaſt offence; by which, they jhewed 
that they had their Tongues under great command; tor before 
they were wholly addicted to railing againſt Popery, and every 
thing, which they fancied to be like ict. Yet they could tie them- 
ſelves up inſtantly, when they apprehended it might do them hurt. 
This cautiouſne(s, was very obſerveable, one day in Mr. Geo. Tuhnſon, 
who Preached in the ſame Meeting-Houſe of the Canzorgate. He had 
in his Prayers unwares , EY to the concerted meaſures, - let 
fall theſe words, O Lord confound the Land of Graven Images, which 
no ſooner paſſed from him, than he. inſtantly checked himſelf, 
and with the ſame breath, cryed out, But O God ſave our King. 
Thus L have given. a full account. of the Faſt, which occaſioned 
as great variety of ſentiments and practices, as any. one thing that 
ever was enjoyned.. ; 
Icis evident, . that from the beginning of this. Revolution, the Pres- 
byterianshave, had the turning out of, the Epiſcopal Clergy wholly 
in their Hegd, at, leaſt,, more. than: any other thing :. Revenge, as 
as well as Intereſt and Security, prompted them to thus, for they con- 
cluded ic hard, if not impoflible, co preſerve the Intereſt and Reputa- 
tion of their great Diana Presbytery, or to oblige people. to a Superſti- 
tious Worſhipping of this Goddeſs, by. which they haye their Wealth, 
while there were ſo many, who thought and. caught, .. that there was 
no Dzvinity, in it; and conſequently, . both: their Crafr would be in 
danger to be. ſet at nought, and their. Diane ſhould be..deſpiſed, if 
theſe men were net removed from amongſt them, And to compals 
this, they tryed various methods: Firſt, as Demetrixs raifed an uproar 
in Epheſws, againſt, St. Paul, fo they began with a Rabble in the Weſt, 
and ſome places of the Southern Borders, in , which they ſucceeded ac- 
cording to their mind ; for, in. a ſhort ſpace: of time, they empried. 
all.theſs Churches.to. the _—_ of about three or four handred. 
3: | 
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Put tins method was only proper for theſe plates, where the ignorant 
Bigors, an Partifens of Presbytery ate, it conld not be artempted 
in other parts of the Kingdom, where the people were better In- 
ſtructed, not ſo rude antl barbarous, ahd who generally were very 
well pleaſed with the Miniſters bf the Epiſcopal Perfirafioti, whom 
they preferred every way, and in all things, to the Pretbyterian 
Preachers. If it were narrowly examineds it would be found, that 
even this method, in the Hf, is no demonſtration of a total aver- 
ſion, inthe people there, to the Epiſcopal Clergy, as it was givey 
out tobe ; for there was not a General Inſurre&ion of the Pariſhes of 
that Country, but a certain Rabble combined together, ahd run up 
and down, thruſting out Miniſters, the Pariſhes being no lefs farpri- 
fed with ic than the Miniſters themſelves, and in many places the 
Pariſhes would have defended the Miniſters, if either they had been 
torewarned, '6r ſufficiently Armed, 'to make reſiſtance. Brut how 
ever, they could not gain their point In the reſt of the Kingdom, 
by theſe means, wher&fore their only recotrſe was to the Civil Aue 
thority, which was very favourable to ther at the time, fo rhat they 
refolved to improve'the occaſion diltgently, not knowing 'how long 
it would laft, Here the E.Crafuyd was very uſeful to them; for his 
Zen cauſed them to ſearch out all that tmighe Be attacked upon the 
head of differetice fron the Civil Govertiibnt, ard he held 'Cottocils 
for ſeveral Months together, only for - ag 7 Ovt/zghtr, 
Omniſſions of little Formalities, atid fill Eſcapes, were apgravited as 
if they had been willful and heinotis Crimes, The gaining and encon- 
raging compliance with the Civil Government, was ſo little ſtudied, 
that all diidctirigcrreht was giveh, that the Epiſcopal Party might 
thereby be -Incapacitated, an icy rp the danger preverited, 
which the PresÞyterians feared from their number. There Wits ho 
Place'for Repetitante, nor could fecond Tone beof any. uſe, 'eve- 
ry one was judged by o_ refolutioh'; and if there were tur the 
leaſt flaw in ones compliahce, he was 'ealt'with as if he had not of- 
fered any cofmplfahce at dll. By'theſe 'nitins & 'great many more of 
the Epiſcopa Clergy wete laid alide, and 'the Presbjteriays would have 
been glad'to have had all rurned out'this way, for then they thought 
the Olium 'would hoe the upon tliem. Pic 'rhis therhod 'fafled at 
Eſt too, forthe Coxnil became Weary of it, 4s they hal reaſon ; 1o 
the'tiext thing refolvall on, as was reported, was to procure an A& 
of | Parliament, for declaring all the Cliurches within the Kingdom 
vacant : The pretetice was, lit the preſent Incumbencs were all 'ob- 
eruded 'updn the Pariſhes, 'and therefore ie was "fit that a cy le 
ſhoulil Kaye their free choice, 'ahill be dllowell to' call Mifters Tttirable 
to 
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co their own Incliaations3 bue they were adviſed not to propoſe this, 
as that which woukd be very far from ſerving their defign, becauſe 
upon caleulation it would be found, that moſt of the Pariſhes within 
the Kingdom would call back their own Miniſters, or - other Epiſco- 

oe, for by this time the people were every where ſhewing their 
difguſt both at Presbyrery, ard the preſent Precbyrerianis, and by ma- 
nitold inftances it'appeared, that neither of them were acceptable to 
the greater, and hetter part of the Nation. Sceing theretore they 
could work no more by other mens tneans, the Presbyterian Clergy re- 
ſolved to do the work themſeives, howſoever myidious it may ſeem 
to be, 'and for this end they got the Government of the Church, and 
Hd -Exckſiaftical Furifdittion, by AH of Parliament, put into their own 
hands, © When the Covenant wasin force, they found good ſervice of 
Rinerant Committees 'or Commiſſions, and ay judged ir would be of no 
kf uſe now, 'to ferthem up again ; and bo, before the riſing of the 
Aſensbly ; two were appointed, one for the South, and an other for the 
North, with fall power to . v//t all Afinifrers, and to purge out of the 
Church ſuch as 1d be thought ſufficient, Scandalous, Erroneous, or 


chern, and ameng the reft, Mr, Alexander Malcolm, Mr. James 
Hutchiſon, Mr. John Farqbuar, three Miniſters of Edinburgh ; Mr. Kay 
We. Andrew 


e Gemeral Aſſembly, of ſome particus 
lar Prebyreries. The three Minifters of Edbiogh, teceived ghe Ci- 
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The tenor of the Summons was this, . To. .competr - before tbe Com 
miſſion, upon the twenty firſt of January, to be tryed m Life and Dottrine, 
and diſcharge of. the Duties of the Miniſterial Funftion, and' cenſured by 
the ſaid Commiſſion as they ſhall-think Fuſt. 

Mr, Alexander Malcolm, Mr.. fames Hutchiſon, Mr. Fohn Farqhuar, 
Mr. Samnel Nimbo, and Mr. Andrew Lumſden, met,, and all of them 
reſolved to take the. ſame joint-meaſures, ſeeing they were all in ; 
the ſame Circumſtances. . Accordingly, - on - the '21/. Flay of Ta« 7 
2uary, to Which they had been cited, 44. Fames, Hutchiſon pre: 
ſented himſelf before the Commiſion, and in his own: Nare,', and 
in Name of the other four, he deſired of the Commiſirs a ſpecial 
Citation, containing, and exprefsly naming, their Crime ar Crimes, 
for which they were to be.tryed and cenſured, - the Acouſers; and 
Witneſſes Names, and a competent tims for .preparing. ſuch - De- 
fences as were legal and juft ; but all this , was; flagly denied. The 
next day .Mr. Malcolm compzired and propoſed, in- his own Name, 
and in the Name of his Brethreng che ſame things,' and ' had the 
ſame anſwer, * for Mr. Kennedy, the Moderator, ſaid, ''That the Com+ 
© miſſion was not bound to give an account why they . Summoned 
*them, nor to tell who were their Accuſers,, nor” for what. they 
were Accuſed, or who were to Witneſs againſt them, but ;that | be- 
*ing'cited, they were obliged to anſwer inſtantly tro what ſhould 
© be asked of them, and if they refuſed, he told them the Come 
* miſhon hid power to Cenfure them, and would do it. To 
© which Mr. Malcolm replied, That it was illegal to Summon. any 
© Super inquirendis, that he and his Brethren were not bound either 
© by Civil Laws, or Ecchſiaſtical Cannons, to regard or obey, gene- 
© ral citations, and that none of them would an{wer, except, they 
© got citations which were: ſpecial and particular. . He added, | That 
they were more unjuſt chan Feſtus, a Heathen Judge, tor he thought + 


it unreaſonable to ſend a priſoner to Ceſar, and not withal to ſige 
nifie the crimes laid againſt him, . but (faith + he). -we are here conve- 
ned before you, and yow'll wot | tell us for what cauſe. Upon «this 
he was ordered by the Moderator.to remove. - | 
 Fanuary "the 23d, thele five Miniſters, to free themſelves of 
farther *rouble from the Commiſion, reſolved to diſown. and de- 
dine their Autbority, and {þ they ſent one Mr... French" as: Prottor 
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miſter of | Collinton, avd Andrew Lumſden Afinifer of Duddiſton, 
bing. continued in the 'peaceable Exerciſe of our' Miniſterial. Funion, 
notwithſtanding of the alteration of 'the Church-governmait, by. AG. of 
Rarliament, and being under the protetion 'of their preſent Maje#ties, 
by - our Submiſſion and Obedience to Authority; and we being, never» 
theleſs, cited to compeir before the Commiſſion of the late General" Aſ-- 
ſembly, to bear 'and ſee the Fudgment of the ſaid Commiſſion, given 
went, ut, | and our Seſſion Books and Records, | and to" bear andi'ſee 
ſuch \tryal taken of our Life,” DoF#rine, and diſcharge of the Duties 
of - our - Funttion, as the ſaid Commiflion ſball think". Juſt. ' We ha- 
wing © all of us, conſidered the import of the ſaid compeirance; upon the 
Citations: given us, do hereby  deelare, That we bave' no freedom in 
our Conſciences to compeir, or ſubje&t our ſelves, to any. tryal. whatſoever, 
before the ſaid Commiſſion, and that by reaſon of our known Princt- 
ples, and former Engagements 'ts Epiſcopacy ; | and this: we 0wn to be 
our” Fudgment, .. with all ditti deference and ſubmiſſion to Authority,” In 
Witneſs whereof, we have Subſcribed theſe preſents with our Hands, at 
Edinburgh, January 21. 169r. Sic Subſcribitur Motel 


Alexander Malcolm, 2 Samuel Nimbo, 


James Hutchiſon, | 
John Farqhuar, Andrew Lumſden. 


had made, therefore the Commiyiox reſolved to put ſome ſevere Cen- 
ſure , upon it. -, Some propoſed, immediate 'deprivation and depoſition, 
others were for Excommmunicaticn, and, as was ſaid, the firf carried 
it over the /aft, only by two Votes, which was intimated in the 
ſeveral Churches the very next. Lords day. .' As the Commiſſion was 
cenſured by ſome, for their rigid and ſummar proceedings, ;againſt 
theſe Miniſters, and never offering.to treat with them in. any ger 
tle..manner,\ ſo theſe fve Adimiters were, blamed by others, for their 
precipitancy in declining, the Commiſſion; for it was faid, . that ha- 
ving fo far owned | them, as ,tq appear before them, and .torme;ly 
to give up.their Seſſion [Broks,.',, when they were asked of them,,-1c 
was. nq.ways.agrecable gow-to give in,a dechnature : And,as their 
prattices were diſagreeable and inconſiſtent, ſo they had, thereby 
much wronged: themſelves; tor. by-this means-/ they had qccalioned 


| This being the firſt declimature from their Authority. which any 


their own deprivation and depoſition, .whereas, if they had taken 
| E an 
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n ether. courſe, compeired' before, .zhe Commiſion; and” ſufferegt 
ani to actuſe and lead probation, | ag.\they would have beer» obli- 
ged ito do, they might have continued in their Offices'a longer 
time, and perhaps defeat the Commiſſion altogether, becauſe it would 
have been very hard to have proven any thing, that might have 
depoſed any of 'them 3 and if they had only appealed, when the 
Commiſſion. was about: to do them ſome palpable. -Injuſtice, - they 
then. might! have expe&ted protec#zon'. an redreſs. from. the - Civil 
Authority.y but: theſe Arifters anſwered thus for themſelves, That 
ſome of them had+'never any. ways owned the Presbyterian Govern» 
went as yet,” and others of them bur very. little, and that that lit- 
tle acknowledgment which they had - made, . could neither infer 
that they had renounced their tormer Sentiments. about Epiſcopacys: 
nor Yet entirely ſubmitted to Presbyzery, and that. they had good 
reaſon to: decline or diſown the Commiſſion, conſidering the In» 
fjuiftice and' Igality of their proceedings, which--was both con- 
trary to Scripture, the Canons of the Church, and the Ads of Afem- 
blies, owned by themſelves; for as in Scripture it is: commanded, 
firſt to tell men their faults in private, and not to: receive any ac- 
cuſation againſt an Elder of the Church, but before two or three Vit- 
neſſes, So by an A# of the Aſſembly at Perth, March 1. 1596. 
none ought to be. — ſuper inquirendis, without inſtancing 
the Names of the Acculers, and the crimes and faults they are 
accuſed of And by an other 44 of a General Aſſembly at St, An: 
drews, April 24. 1582. it is appointed that Miniſters within the. 
Kingdom thould haye forty days allowed them, whereas only ten 
had been given them. They (aid ftirther, that they had reaſon 
to diſorn the Commiſſion, and 'to refuſe to appear before ' them, 
conſidering how they had 'treated others, 'and how: partial they 
were; chat they. were not: Judges properly, but Partres. and Ene- 
mies, Who had reſolved upon their ruine before ever they met, 
and, who had not 'enly: determined to have them out, quowis 
mods; 'but 'had-alſo affighed their '{everal Churches to particular 


, Viz. The - Grayfrier. Church to' Mr. Gilbert Rule, the Old' 


Church to- Mr. Blaw, and the Tolbooth Church to Mr. Kirkton, which' 
was indeed commonly talked long before; and it proving true, 
was" a demonſtration that there” was a hai arid formed deſign - of 


turning out' all the Miniſters of '#dinbwgh, by one means or other; 


thobgh-they: themſelves were the vccalion'of the- more ſpeedy cxe- 
cueior of ir q Y.- 6a MUG PO Wiz 4 | g - 19% 29. ax 1 
" Notwithſtanding the A# and Sentence! of 'the Cimmiſſios, theſs tp 


Mivitteri were reſolved” to coticinne the” Exerciſe" of their Miniſtry, 
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unle( they met with -violence from a Rubble;"or- that the Civit 


Magiſtrate concurred with the Commiſion, Many thought the Ci+ 
wil Magiſtrate would not meddle in the. 'matter, and a Rabble 
was. not much feared: in Edimbargh, Fheſe who frequented the 
Epiſcopal Churches, were reſolved to defend their Miniſters, if they 
met with any diſturbance, but on Satwday and Sunday morn- 
ings, the Proweff of Edinþurgh ſent to Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Hutchiſon, 
and Mr. Farqhuar, forbidding them, upon the higheſt : peril, to 
attempt Preaching, or to be ſeen about their Churches that day, 
ſo they kept their: Houſes 3 and the Epiſcopal Party being difap- 


'-pointed, came: back from the Churches both in diſcontent and 


Tage, . and if their temper were as much enclined to Tumults, 'as 
the. Presbyterians are, a little matter would have occafioned one 
that. day.:. And indeed, the Proveſt.feared it, and upon the ap- 
prehenſion of it, ;, ordered the Caprain of the Town Guards to have 
all . his ' Men | together in readineſs, - for preventing any ſuch 


thing. {1 - 

Al the Mimiſters of Edimburgh were now laid aſide, either by 
the Council, or the Commiſſions, except Mr. Wilkie 'in the Tol- 
booth Church, who was allo at this tim?" tarned- out by a cunning 
Trick, ;which had no. parallel then, and indeed none but the Pres- 
byterians are capable of giving any ; - but if they continues we may 
come to have enough ſuch inſtances; for Mr. Craig of the Can-+ 
non Gate, his Caſe is much like it, as ſhall be related afterwards. 
Upon Dr. Robertſen's death, Mr. Wilkie was appointed by an A# 
of the Town Council, to go to the Gray Frier Church, to be Colleague to 
Mr. Hutchiſon there, becauſe no Presbyterian would joyn either, 
and becauſe by putting them together; they ſaved a Church, 
for the uſe of one of their Presbyterian Miniſters ; who keep at as 
great diſtance from theſe that are Epiſcopal, as ever their Pre- 
deceſſors the Phariſees did from Heathens and Publicans, whom 
yet our Saviour often preferred to them : When Mr. Wilkie was. 
advertiſed of this by Two of their number, viz. George Hume 
Bailiff, and James Crawford Apothecary, tent to him for this: 
end; he replied, That he would wery readily obey the good Town, 
provided his Legal -Right, as one of the Miniſters of Edingburgh, 
was not thereby prejſudged or obſtrufited : And then it was told him, 
that he needed not fear that, tor there was no deſign to wrong 
him, by tranſplanting him. This was on the 234. of Fanuary, 
and on the 25th. Mr. Kirkton was brought to the Tolbooth Church, 
and ſettled Miniſter in it, without the Call or Conſent of the 
Pariſh, -the Formality of an Hp or any thing of that mw 
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uſual in the admiſſion of a Miniſter : But while Mr, Wilkie was: 


thinking to take- poſſeſlion of the Gray Friers Church, the Lord 
Proweſt ſends for him, acquainting: him, that the Commiſſion had 
appointed Mr, David Wiligmſon-topreach in the Gray Frier Church, for 
intimating the Sertence of Depoſition againft Mr. Hutchiſon , wherefore 
his Lordſhip. deſired to forbear that day , for Mr. David craved both 
forencon and afternoon, and he aflured him, that he ſhould ſuſtain no 
prejudice by it, to-which Mr. 7#//kie alfo yeilded, being very deſirous 
to pleaſe them, and gain cheir favour.: Some other Excuſe was invent- 
ed for {hitting the next Sunday to, and ſoon for two or three Sundays, 
cill Mr. 1/4/kze. turned impatient at their delayes to ſettle- him in the 
Gray Eriers Church, when he had fo cafily parted with the Tolboorh 
Church..: And he was not a little apprehenſive of ſome diſingenuous 
Trick, when it, was cold him, that they who preached'in the Gray Fi- 
ers Church uſcd to. pray, for the: Reverend Brother *abfoad , whom that 
Pariſh belong'd to : This Mr. #ikie:concluded: was not himſeFf, as in- 
deed it was meant of Mr. Gilbert Rule, who was then in England about 
the Atfaiis of the Kirk. Then private entreaties could no more pre» 
vail with Mr, #1kie, 1o that they were forced to-interpoſe the Autha= 
rity.of the whole. Town Council; ro which Mr. Wilkie only conſented, 


tor ſome io or threedayes, as appears by-the following At; given un». 


Cer the Tewn Clerks own hand. . 


Rdjnburgh 


 —— 
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Edinburgh, the 13th. d2y of February, 1691. 
#4 MH E: which Day the Ld” Prove, "Bailiffs, Council 

| and , Deacons [4 .Crafts,: being Convened in: Coun- 
cl, baving. confidered their, AA, tranſplanting Mr. Tha. 
Wilkie from: tbe: Tolbooth-Church / #0: the Gray-Friers, 
they do- appoint ſome of their number tv commune- with'\'the 
fſaid\ Mr. Thomas- Wilkie, ' ##d to repreſent to' hits, for ſe- 
wveral weighty Conſiderations, thit it is neceſſary the ſai 
Mr Thomas Wilkie {ould forbear Preaching for ſome 
Lords days, which . the aa Mr. Thomas, Wilkie, #n obe- 
dience to the Councils Commands,: conſented he. ſhauld. for- 
JG : the 


bear Preathing for 'three Lords. \days; onl 
[ tile as ' owe of 


ſaid forbearamce: do not prejudice his- lega 
the Miniſters of Edinburgh. 


Extracted by.me. 
ANEAS MACKLAND. 


-_-_ 


But when pretences ani diflimulation. could no more-+be 
aſ:d, it was plainly told him, thac 'the' Gray ' Frier: Church was 
co: be othetwiſcUbeſtowed, ;'notwithſtanding (tic Jiad not - oply 
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the private promiſe and aſſurance of the Provoſt and other Ma- 
gii/rates, but allo the publick Faith of the Town Council, by 
ai! 44 of theirs daied.. Famwary 23, which was. the conditi- 
on on which he parted with _the Tu!booth Church, Tho Mr: 
Wilkie might have gueſled this from the firlt time that they 
deſired his' torbearance to preach 3 and tho he was forewarn- 
ed by ſeveral. Perſons, that. a. Trick was deſigned..him, yet he 
could not -keep himſelf from being mightily farpriſed and 
troubled at this final Anſwer and Reſolution : The loſs of his 
Living vext. him, ; and che. manney.. of taking it. away... was 
"matter of -more vexacion, than'if TEN been 'done by the 
formality of a Sentenee, 'tho never fo' unjuſt. 'Ic 'galled him 
Oitecedinghy, ' that he” ſhould have been” ſo fimples'ias to truft 
men'of no ingenuity! atid that 'by currying the favour of 
"thoſe; who gdefigned:. hing\ a1 Cheat, he chad fuffered himfelt 
o þe Lxickt.ont. of fiis Miniltry , without Citation or, Proceſs, 
and while, he was under no. Sentence . or. Cenſure, - neither was 
accuſed of any crime or maleverſation, which might have de- 
ptived him. He made. great Complaints, but they had no 
ſui 'The ' Lord : Provo and Bailiffs excalſed them- 
T&ves' in that the” Mhifer work not quit the pofleflion 
They had: got, -and the. wdiffers on the other hand, told 
him, . that his. \ buſineſs | was with 0 the'. Magiftretes, . for they 
had nut meddled with him 3; he: had not conſulted | them, 
when he dimited the Tolboorh Church, and as they were 
not to enquire upon what terms he did it, ſo he could not 
blame them for taking poſſeflion of Churches :that were wg» 
cant, Thus betwixt the two he was kept out of his juſt righes, 
and all the defence that can be made for it, is, That the 
Presbyterians had now declared open War - with the Epiſcopa} 
Perty, . and-their Allies, and all that had been in confedera- 
cf wich chent :- And in War men uſe not much to regard 
the points of Juſtice and Ingenuity ; If the enemy be defeated 
and weakened, it is no matter by what means, whether 
by giving fair and open Battle, or by ſecret Ambuſcades ; 
the Cities or Caſtles which are once in poſleflion are kept, 
tho they have been won not by force or generous valour, but by 


baſeneſs and treachery. 361uClit 


Aker. much inmportunity ; £0; ſilence his: clamour, they firſt 
;Proffered him Mr KRirsons-' \Meetimg Houſes | in. the Caf ie Hull, 
Which he refuſed, becauſe -it was an uncertain thivg, and 


none 
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none -of the :hga).Chuecbs '&f: che City, to' ons of Which hs 
had+ an undoubeed” Right." "Them at laſt | they deſjawed, an on 
hin the! Lady: T6765 Chirth , hich = has” accepted, oh,. 
ſeems to be oritented: wif! 'ar prefers : "But ic "LI ke Ihary 
that chey are ſtill befooling, him ; for 'beſides that the Earl of 
ZTwedale debates ' with the ' Good: 'T, » the Right of planting 
that Church, - ie has _ Pariſh annexed to "i; , and the Mas 
gifrates of Ediiburgh, when "they figd theig, c pportngiry 
have many protences, for=this "ſrurring, i it i again. _h ;at 
was believed ,! and :not withour' Reaſon," that. the giving..this 
Church to "Mi: Wilkie, was done 1 fiot. © much to repair the 
injury. he had receiveil, as to” be 4 prerexe for turning our 
Mr.' Craig and: his People , that þivipg no other place to go 
ts;, they might find" themſelves* under a 'kind of necellity, of 
uniting with the Presbyterian Con rregation in the. fare. 
Becauſe I have mentioned © this Caſe of Mr, Craig, and 
that it hath' ſome reſemblance to that of Mr. J#kie, 1 will 
give ſome ſhore- account of it here, tho it . was poſterior .t9 
the: other in time, by feveral months. This Mr. K's. is 
one of: the Miniſters 'of ' the Cannon: gate, ._ and, has oh 
whole charge of 'that Parifh theſe ewo' or. ro onag 77% bs 
cauſe Mr, Burnet, 'the other Miniſter, was deprivi x; s 
Council, This Pariſh of the” Camnon- gate had the -uſe of th 
Lady Teſters Church, from the Town of | Edinburgh, until kugh 
rims as a new: ove of their, own ſhould 'be buik.” W - 
new one Was d,” which enced only in, Summes, Wy "hs 


Presbytevy of Eur wgh ap Tiger Ae Wake, who 
aweachsd) in the *Mecting Mauſs x job ae pol 'it,i and. 
with his Elders to cheek nal ren if oh had 


been” a rota! wacancy, never regarding” as. Craig's. right ta 
be a ''Minifter' there. Mr. 'Crafg, *y thoſe 10 the Epiſcopal 
Perfiwafion in that © Pariſh, which are :in proportion more 
chip vbrie"'of four, when” they heard this thicy, = addreſſed- the 
Prevbyrery 'for"'the-' maintenatice” *6f their rights and privi- 
ledges, and receiving no facisfactiun from them, they-broughe 
ic before the Lords of the Council, where alfo..the Prebyterian 
party prevailed 5 for the Council ratified. and , approved the 
Orders of "the Prechytery, and ſo Mr. Craig was ſhuffled out. 
of' his R Right,” tho he was "Willi ng; to o ſubmic.'to We hay "f 
and” to "jo tn with Mes Wilkie” he . Presbyterian, and | 
cndeRAGG fot - only not" ts pretend. to any priority = 
$485 precedency, 
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eceedency , as the Elder Miniſter and polleſſowr, . but vent alſo''to 
erg precedency to Mr,, Wilkie, . and.,to ferys!.only as ſ6- 
cond Minzfter. Mr. Craig , being thus. kept qut\of the New 
Charch of the Cannon-gate, A Eided. to - cominue- preaching 
in the Lady Teſters Ghurch, and his' wonted | Hearers | were 
alſo reſolyed 'to.. wait ſtill - upon . him therez hut that being 
conſidered as dangerous to the «Prexbyterian: Intereſf in the 
Cannon gate, and a , too great, occalion of . withdrawing -the 
people © from Mr. Wilkie Ns Prezbyerian, therefore: the Ma- 
iſtrates .'of *Edinburgh were, advikd to. give. the : Lady |Yefter- 
Church to Mr. Thomas Wilkie, who . had been 'Miniſter of the 
Tolhooth Church, by which means Mr. Craig has no Church 
at all to preach in, and: is. forced to take retige in an 'old 
Chappel, ' lying near "the _Fater:gate, . in; ,,th2 foot - of the 
Cannonpate. © ER OG ITE ME era ft; 
Bur! to! returh to the. Commiſſion of the. - General Aſſembly, 
who were bufie about their work of Pargiog, the. Church : 
Great endeavours . were uſed to fix. ſome ſcandal- gr other 
upon Mr. fob» Monro, Miniſter of Sterlzy, and Mr. Key, Mini- 
ſer. of South "Leith, that the Commiſion might þ,take occaſion 
r-deprive* them,” and "by that; means, get thoſe two. conſpi- 
eous Churches; into * thzis- poſſeſfion ;. _ bur. both of them 
appeared ' for themſelves, and . defended 'themſelves fo. Rout- 
iy, thac' the' * Commiſion could gain no ground. Mr. Monro 
upbraided _ che '"Pre3by:erian party, to their face, with . In- 
gratitude' cowards him, "for . he ſhewed; how;; kind he had 
been «to then mn " Forrdst ung... that . ſomes of. them. he 
had viſited © and' retieved' while. they were in; Priſon; .:and 
that he had even been Ttiftrumenta). in | faving, ſome of them 
from the Gallows; and yet, for a requital, they were: de- 
ſigning not only 'to Jeprive him. of his | Livelihood and 
Miniſtry, * but "alfo of his good Name, -, which is dearet, to 
one than his Life, When chey.. perceived that- fafficienc Pro- 
bation could: not be laid apainft him they: tryed 4q. work 
him'bp to a woluntary dimiſſion. The chief. Accuſer and Leader 


on of the Proceſi,"* carne to him” one day,” and told! him, That 
* he would dimit, they would paſs from the Libel; andgive an 
ample} Declaratidn'of' his Innocence. This, palt; in private, ,and 
being for his 'Repuration; to. have ſome publick ang undoubred 
evidences 'of "the fame, be Wong. 

and- to:d the Moderate the pr ft 


pectently .co the / Commiſſion, 
harhad been made to. him, 
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and 
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' and made the Perſon to own it publickly before them ; for it was fo 


ſpeak of ; Upon which:another Renabos role up and ſpoke in Patlt- 


Tecent, that he had neither a Pace to deny it; nor yet time to con= 
fider the mconveniency of acknowledging it. And Mr. Monro ſays, 
that this Man confeſs'd before them all, that the Libel was not true, 
and they were only deſirous to be rid of Mr. Monro, that by his 
removal they might get a Miniſter of their own Perſuations : Up- 
on which Mr. Monro took occation to reafon his Cafe with che 
Commaittton, and to-convince them how much he was injured : bur 
the Moderator would not be raſh in afloiling him. Another Day 
there fell out a remarkable Paſſage, which ſhews what an honeſt 
Witneſs a Presbyterian will make. While Mr. Monro was pleading 
his Caſe betore the Commiſſion, he had a Nephew attending him 
without Doors, who fell a diſcourſing with a Countryman, whom he 
perceived very curious to know what the Commitlſion was a doing 3 
diſguiſing his own Senriments, he asked the Countryman, what was 
his Buſineſs, he told him he was come in to help away the wicked 
Curates : Then the other ſaid the Curate of Sterlin was preſently be- 
tore the Commiſſirn, that it would be for theGlory of God and good 
Service done to the Church to have him out, but that they wanted 
IVitneſſes 3 and ſo he asked if he would go in and witneſs againſt him, 
to which the Fellow replyed, that indeed he knew him not, but for the 
Glory of God and the good of the Church be was wery ready and willing 
todo it : Juſt as he was ſaying this one of the Presbyterian Mmiſters 
paſſes by, and overhearing it, cryed to the Fellow to take heed to 
himſelf, tor he was amongſt his Enemies 3 and he added that he 
ought not ro witneſs. falſly upon any account, that it might not 
be thought that they approved of ſuch things. 

But in truth there are too many Inſtances which prove that 
the Presbyterian Clergy look at Truth as lictle as their Witneſfes that 
arc adduced before them : for they do not receive the exculpation of 
any Epiſcopal Miniſter 10 readily and willingly as they do a Libel 
or Indi& ment againſt them : They mark punctually what has a ten- 
dency to render him odiozs or criminal, but nothing which makes 
for his Vindication, or the clearing of his Innocence. So this very 
Commiſſion, having charged Mr. Key of South-Leith with Drunken- 
neſsz none of the Witneſſes could prove it ; and one of them was 
{o far from doing it, that he evidently proved the'contrary : Upon 
which Mr. Hugh Kennedy the Moderator; bad. the Clerk write, N:hil 
novit in cauſa, The Witneſs underitanding Latin, replyed, $ir, how 
can yuu ſay ſo, for 1 know wery "much of the matter + I have declared and 
made it evident to you, that Mr. Key was not drunk at that time you 


on 
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ON, Sir, you were brought bither to witneſs againſf your Miniſter, and 
not toclear him or plead for bim. Whence it 1s evident, that it was 
not the Truth they were ſeeking ; and all the reaſon they had to 
conclyde Mr. Key drunk at that time, was, becauſe he had baptized 
twoThildren in one day, and was at both their Entertainments, 
as if one could not be wicnels to a Fealt wichout running to exceſs. 
During the ſitting of this Commiſſion, the 30 day of Fanuary, 
returned, which is the Anniverſary of King Charles the Firſt's Mar- 
t5rdom. The Obſervation of it laſt year was oppoſed by the Pres- 
byterian Clergy, they both refus'd to preach upon the Subje& Mat- 
ter and Argument of the Day; and alſo to delay the going to Ser- 
mon #4ll zen a Chlack, which was deſired, that the Lords of Council and 
Seſſion, 'and others of the Nobilicy and Genery might come to Church 
more {olemnly as the Day required. And becauſe they were fo 
ftri& upon their Heowrs, the only Remedy -was to keep back the 
Clock, which was made to {trike e;gh: only when it was zen by the 
Courle of the Sun, becauſe that is the ordinary bour of beginning their 
Weekly Sermons. It was Mr. Hugh Kemmedy's turn to preach, and tho 
the Pulpit and all the reſt of the Church was hung with Black, 
yet the /zt2le old Fox came up in a Gray Cloak,and held forth his Howr 
without touching the occaſion diredly or indirealy, either in his 
Sermon or Prayer : He durſt not condemn the thing, becauſe moft 
People in the Church knew he was an Acceſlary toic. And I 
know a Gentleman, who made haſte to ſee him in the Pulpit, ſaying, 
he thought the Pulpit ſhould break, or the Black fall of while Kenney 
was in it, as well as the Corps uſed to bleed at the preſence of the 
Murtherer. To which it was an{wered, that Miracles were wrought 
to dere fecret and hidden Maurthers, but not to atteft thoſe which 
were known and tranſacted in the Face of the Sun. 
This Year, to ger this Anniverſary duly obſerved, the Court of 
Seſſion was adjourned for that day, and both Lords of Council and 
ſent fome of their number to waic upon the Commiſſion, and 
to deſire that they would appoint one to preach to them a Sermon 
for the Day 3 Sir Colin Campbel of Arbruchell was one of them 
who was ſent after he had delivered the Requeſt of the Council and 
Seſfion, which all others think in ſach Caſes co be equivalene to a 
Command : the Moderator ſaid to him, Ay Lord, we are very buſie and 
have much to do, and ſhould not be hindered : And you and the reſt all know 
"well enough that it's not agreeable to our Perſuaſion to keep days. Fo which 
i mighr have beer replyed, that none of them make any fſcruple of 
keeping Days, which being them in Money, for they preach very 
frankly ar the Amiverſary of George Herioe in Edinburgh; by which 
L.A) an 
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an hundreth Merks Scors come to the Preachers Pocket. The Com. 
miſſion was fo civil as to deliberate about the Requeſt: but the Re 
ſult was, That they could not obey itz which the Lords of Counci 
and Seſjion were highly offended with, as being an Aﬀeont to their 
Authority ; and therefore ſent them Word, That unlefs they did 
abey them, they would not ſuffer them to bave any other Sermors 
that day. The Lord Provoſt had Orders to ſee that their Will in 
this was obſerved ; who therefore forbad ringing of Bells to the ordi- 
nary weekly Sermcn, but forgot to call for the Keys of the ChurchDoers, 
{0 that they cauſed the Trove Church to be opened, whither they went 
and ſet up Mr. SbielJs to preach,which was interpreted a greater Con- 
rempt of the Authority of Council and Seſſion, than if it had been any 
other Perſon ; becauſe this Mr. Shields in a Book of his, entituled, 
The Hind let looſe, doth expreſly defend and juſtifie the Murther of 
King Charles the Firſt, and the Aſſaſſination of the Archbiſhop of St. 
Andrews. In the beginning of his Sermon he ſaid, It may be expetited 
that T ſhould ſpeak ſomething of that Man that dyed fort years ago: 
He either dyed juſtly or unjuſtly : If unjuſtly, it was the better for — 
if juſtly, we need not trouble our ſelves more about him, The of 
his Sermon was ſtuffed with Inwedives againſt Biſhops, and the Epiſ- 
copal Clergy and the Church of England; and he held forth, that ic 
was very unlawful to keep any Confederacy with Papiſts and [des 
laters.. ., - 

This Mr. Shields is one of the Three Cameronians, who addrefied 
to the Aſſembly, as was ſaid before in the Hzftorioal Relation- there+ 
of : ſince that time he hath publiſhed a Pawphler, called, Am Account 
of the Methods and Motives of the late Union and ſubmiſſion to the Af- 
ſembly : in which all the ſteps of bis and bis two: Brothers Proceedings 
are narrated, and the larger Paper publiſhed ; which the A/embly 
thought to have ſuppreſfled altogether, becauſe ic contaiw'd ſome 
Refletions on the Members of the Aﬀfembly. When all is conſi- 
dered, the coming in of theſe Cameronians appears a kind of Myſte- 
ry which cannot be well under{tood, for there ſeems nor to be a true 
Union, but only a kind of Trace for preſent Conveniency ; or if there 
be any Union, the Condeſcendence is upon the: Aflemblys ſide ; fo that 
it may be {aid, the Afembly has turned Cameroniaw:: For Mr. Shidlds 
and his 7T»!0 Brethren declare, That they have not retracted any 
thing they ſaid or did formerly ; and as they would: not condemn 
their own Principles and Practices, ſo they have laid heavy 
and grievous: things to the: charge of thoſe in the Aſſembly, in- 
conſiſtent with. the Principles of true Covenanted Presbyterians; which, 
as Mr. Shields obleryes, the dlembry has not centradidcted nor _—_— 
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And as their Silence is a tacite Confeflion of their Guilt, which they 
alſo acknowledge in general Terms, in the A# and Rezſors for the 
Faſt, fo the receiving Men into their Communion without Check 
or Cenſure, who teach publickly in their Sermons, and maintain 
in their Bcoks, Tenets, and Poſiticns, which are both Scandalous to 
Religion, and alſo deſtructive of human Society : I fay this is an 
evidence that they are of the ſame mind, and have no abhorrence 
of ſuch ſcandalous and pernicious Principles, as thoſe men have 
vented. But though the Ailembly and Ar. Shields, Mr. Linning, and 
Mr. Boide have made an Agreement, without coming to particulars; 
or expreiling the mutual Terms or Conditions 3 yet the other Ca: 
meronians retuſed to patch up a Peace 1o eaſily ; they require ex- 
preſs and particular Declarations from rhe other Presbyterians, and do: 
fire that what Mr. S5-1ds and his Tws Brethren did, may be confide- 
red as their own private Deed, and not the Deed of the whole Par- 
ty: and it is faid the Breach is rather wider than it was be- 
fore. Mr. Howſton, who now heads the Camereonians, refuſed to ſub- 
mit his Call to the Kirk of Kilſyth, to the Presbytery of Glaſgow 3 and 
when one who was fent from that Presbytery to preach there, poſſeſſed 
the Pulpit, it's reported, that he went up to a Loft or Gallery in the 
Church , and inſtead of inſtructing the people; they fell foul upon 
one another : Whatever be of this, it*s certain the Pariſhwas divided 
upon this Head, and one part followed the one, and another the 
other. To ſuch a height is this difference arrived, that it can- 
be decided by no meaner perſon than the King 3 fo that Mr. How: 
ſton went to Flanders that King William might interpoſe his Authori- 
ey for repairing the Injury he had received; and I am told that he 
not only complained of his own Treatment, but alſo repret2nted 
to his Majeſty, that the 4ſſembly and other Presbyterians took mea- 
fures that were not good either for Church or Kingdom. Thus, 
though they will not acknowledge the King to be the Head of their 
Kirk, yet they, as well as others, will have recourſe to him on oc- 
calion. He ſucceeded fo well, that he procured r2vo Letters from the 
King in his behalf, one to the Council, another to the Presbytery of 
Glaſgow : He delivered the firſt to my Lord Crawford, and went with 
the other to Glaſgow : 'Fhe Presbytery received it; and to prevent any 
Proteſtation he might make for their not obeying it, they faidto him, 
that ſome of the Brethren ſhould be appointed to confer with hin; and 
in the mean time they ditfolved the Meeting and did nothing. Upon 
this he returned to Edinburgh to be redrefſed by the Council, but 
when he .camg/there he found 3hat his Zerter had never been pro- 
duc'd, and: Crawferd,-to whom he bad delivered it, had taken 
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Journey for London, fo that he is ſtill where he was : and by this 
it appears, that Kings Recommendations avail but little with 
ſome Men. | | 

This' Howſfton has a Brother, who allo will not unite with onr 4/- 
ſembly men ; but goes up and down drawing P:ople from them, as 
they were wont to do from the Epiſcopa! Miniſters : being found 
in Edinburgh, he was ſhut up in Priſon, anddetained ſeveral Months 
till of late with difficulty he hath procured his enlargment. So 
little reaſon is there to talk of their Harmony and Union, except 
it be in the oppoſition, which both make to the Epiſcopal Party, that 
the Cameronians, to diſtinguiſh themſelves the better 7 wil the other 
Presbyterians, have taken up a new Name, viz. That of the Society 5 
they do not add, of Teſzs, leſt they ſhould be taken for the Diſci- 
rles of Ienatins Loyola. "Thol? of this Se ſometimes begin their Meer- 
ings at Ten or Twelve at Night, or at the dawning of the Morning, and 
they uſe to be well armed with S»ords and Sraves;- and Pm told 
there have been hard blows given betwixt them and the other 
Presbyterians in the Southern and Weſtern Shires, as happened in the 
late times : {o now we may expect variety of Sefs and Opinions, which 
will ruin Religion, as well as diſturb the publick Peace and Quiet. 
For Fanaticiſm is a Spiritual Vertigo ; which makes people reel and 
ſtagger from ſide to fide, and run about till they -fall into Arbeiſms 
and groſs Impiety. 

To return to the Commiſſien, which fat down again upon Wed- 
neſday the Fifteenth of Apri/: When they were met, Sir 7illi- 
am Loccart the King's Sollicitor came and preſented to the Moderator 
a Letter from the King, which was not received with that Reſpect 
which was due. The Moderator, without riſing from his Seat, bad 
him give it in to the Clerk, telling him, That there was wery much 
miſe of that Tetter : For indeed it was not only talked of, bur alſo ſe- 
veral Copies of it were ſpread up and-down both City and Country. 
Then the Moderator turn'd to the Clerk, and ſaid, Man take off the Scab 
of the Wamh of it, and ſee what's within it , for ſo, as isfaid, he called 
the King's Seal upon it. This Letter was the effe& of that Addreſs, 
which thofe Commiſſionated by the Epi/copal Clergy, who were till 
in place, made to the Kmg before his going to Flanders 3 whither 
alſo Two of them followed him, viz. Dr. Canaries and Mr.. Lesk, 
that they might even there negotiate the Aﬀairs of their Party, and 
ger that ſtop put to the Proceedmgs of the Presbyterians; which was 
promiſed them, bur which could not be preſently given, becauſe of ' 
the King's haſte to: go,beyond Seas. This is a true Copy of the 
Letter. : 

To 
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To the Right Reverend and Our Well-betoved Miniſters and 
Elders , Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of our ancient Kingdom of Scotlard. 


Right Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet you well : 


Hereas there bath been humble Application made to us, by. [crveral Mi- 
niſters, for themſelves and others, who lately ſerved under Epiſcopa- 
7 in that our ancient Kingdom, We have theught good, as web, for 
the Good and. Advantage of that Church, as the Publick Juſtice and Wel- 
fare of the Nation, and the Intereſ# of our Government, to ſugnifie cur Plea- 
ſare to you, That you make no diſtinition of Men, otherwiſe well qualified 

fer, the Minittry , who are willing.to join with yet , in the Acknowledg- 
ment of, and, onbmpfhen to the Government of Church and State, as it-zs by 
Law now eſtabliſhed, though they have formerly. conformed to the Law in- 
rrodycivg. Eniſcapacy ; and that ye give them mo wexation or diſturbance for 
that SY or. upon that head-; and that in. reggrd many of theſe Miniſters 
are turned cut ſummary, without any Sentence or Order of Law, if ſuch 
ſhall be called. to be Miniſters of any vacant Congregations, by plurality of 
Heritors and Elders, we judge it reaſonable that you admit them, where 
there is no juſt Cauſe to the, contrary, without making any difficulty. Where- 
as ſome of theſe Miniſters complain of Severities aud Hardſhips by ſeveral 
entences pronounced againſt them, we think fit to give you opportunity tore- 

WW what Caſes ſhall be brought before you, that your ſelves may give ſuch 

Juſt Redrefſes as the matter requireth, before we take any further notice of 
theſe. Complaings 

We will aſſure youwe will prote you, and maintain the Government of 
the. Church, in that our ancient King dom, by Presbytery, without ſuffering 
any inveſur to be made upon it: And therefore we will expect, That you 
will avoid all occafjons of Diviſiens and Reſentments, and cordially. unite 
with thoſe that will agree with you in the Dofrine of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, andown the Conf:ifhon of Faith, which the Law hath. eſtabliſhed as the 
Standard of the Commuynion. of that Church. And it « our Pleaſure, That 
during our abſence out of Britain, until we give our further Direttzons, that 
au, proceed to no more Proceſs or any other Buſineſs, and diſpoſe your ſelves 

70 give out your beſt Means, for bealing and reconciling Differences and 
apply. your [clues to grue impartial Redreſſes upon a7 Complaints that ſhall 
be offered unto you, againſt Sentences already paſt, that we be nat obliged to 

give 
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give owr ſelves aty further rronble thereanent, So we bid you heartily Fare- 


wel, Gruen at our Court in the Hague, #6. 13. 1690. ani of our Reign 


the Third Year. 
Sic ſubſcribitur, by bx Majeſty's Commend, 


JO. DALRY MPLE. 


When this Letrer was read, the Anger and Difpleaſure of the Bre- 
thren was to be ſeen in cheir Countenances : One ſaid chat there was 
no regard to be had to zr, becauſe the King's Hand was not at i. 
Another replied, That whether ic had come only from the Secretary 
himſelf, or been ſent by the order of the King, there was no reaſon 
to take any notice of it, or be concerned with it 3 fot it proceeded 
from a miſtake and miſ-information, as if they had turned our any 
fummarly, wichout any Sentence or Order of :Law, whereas they 
were conſcious of no ſuch thing. It isreported of the Moderator, That 
when the Contents of this Letter were firſt imparted to him, he faid, 
If the King had not ſo many Men at his back, be would make two of it © 
But a Per/on of Honour aſlured me, That when he was ſpeaking to 
him of ze, his anſwer was, That che King would be as wiſe to let theſe 
matters alone. | 

After much deliberation, it was reſolved to v/rite an Anſwer tothe 
King, and to ſend rwo of their number to negotiace their Aﬀairs 
with his Majeſft5, and to remove the Prejudices he might have con- 
ceived againſt them by falſe Repreſentations. The Perſons who 
were thought fit to be ſent, were Mr. Fob» Law, and Mr. David Blnir. 
The Letter which they were to carry with them, was but once read 
publickly ; nor did the Moderaror ſuffer any at che time; to: propoſe 
his Judgment about it; for he ſaid, That there was a private Eo 
mittee appointed for that matrer, and fo he deſired every. ons to come 
in apart by himfelf, and there ro declare his Mind, what he woult 
have added to it, or taken away from it: Which was done eitheetoy 
keep the thing more ſecret, or that the Draught of the Letter, which 
the Moderator and other kading Men had made, might paſs mote 
eaſily withont any change. The King's Leer required two things* 
One was tv redreſs the Grievances which the Bpiſcopsl Miniſters comme 
plained of: . The other was, To forbear the procceding any more” a 
gainſt chem, ſolong as the Kirg was abſent from Britain. They had 
no Mind to grant the firſt at all; but in compliance with the af, 
chey thought it convenient to ftop a lictle, that they might not give 
their Adverſaries occafion torirritate the King againſt them, and eo. 
withdraw his Favour, which was their only preſent ſupport. The 

yielding, 
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yielding to this, was only a delayingicheir Afﬀairs, till they were bet- 
ter ſtated, which afterwards might be eafily compenſated; -and' by 
doing ſo, they would diſpoſe the King's Mind for receiving their De- 
fences for what was already done. So leaving all things as they 
were, the Commiſſion was adjourned till the next Quarterly Seſſicn, But 
it muſt not bz forgoc , that they letr particular Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, to at their pare in the mean time, for they iſſued out no Or- 
der to ſtop them, neither made they any intimation of .the King's 
Letter, or of his ill and Pleaſure therein unto them ; ſo that when it 
was objected by any Epiſcopal Mmiſter, they ſtill pretended igno- 
rance. 

This Month the Synod of Lothian and Tueddale met at Edinburgh, and 
concluded a Monthly Faſt to be kept for ſome time: For this end, the 
Secret Council was addreſled to, that they might ratifie and approve 
the ſame by an At: Which indeed they did; but Duke Hamilron 
would admit of no other reaſon for the Faſt, than that of the preſent 
War, and the King's Expedition to. Flanders, This did not a little dil- 
* pleaſe the Brethren, who, to deluds and amuſe the People, and to 
ſerve their own particular Ends, had heap'd up a number of ſuch 
Reaſons, as the 4/ſembly gave for the former Faſt : Wherefore, becauſe 
the Council would notaccept of, and agree to the 4&# and Reaſons as 
they were drawn up by them, they reſolved to ſhew no regard to 
what the Council had done: So at the intimation of this new Faſt, 
they didtake nonotice of the A of Conncil or Proclamation publiſhed 
by them 3 but enjoyned it in the Synod's Name and Authority, reading 
to the People the A# and Reaſons of the Synod for it. Particularly 
Mr. Kirkton in the Tlbootb-Church of Edinburgh, (aid, That they ought 
tc look to this Paper which came from the Synod for their direttion, in the end 
and nature of thu Faſt, and nit to that other which was ſelling ap and down 
the Town; by which he -meant the 44 and Proclamation 'of the Coun- 
cil, The Earl of Crawford and two more of the Council were preſent. 
Oxe of themſaid, That the Council could not fit with this, nor let it 

f without cenſure ; for their 4uthority was bafflzd and affronted : 
But it ſeems it was -tound convenient to take:no notice of it, leſt 
they ſhould be more baffled and affronted, -by medling- with chele 
peremptery and /tubborn Kirk-men, who are like an 'imperions Wife, (hat 
will both have all ber,own WHI; and a part of her Haband:. 

About the middle of 7u/y, the Commiſſion met again. Some few 
days before, the 7299 Admiſters they had ſent over to Flanders , retur- 
ned, of whole Reception-by:the King, there were various Reports : 
But in anſwer to that Letter which they+carried trom the Commyſſio- 


ners, there came a ſecond Letter from the King, which was ordered to 
be 
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bedelivered to:the ro Miniſters, if they returned;befate the' Aeorins 


of the Commiſſion : Bur' if they were fate a-coming, another-was ap+ 
pointed to-give it'to the Commiſſion at its hilt ficeing down. 'Sq'the 
night before Mr. Fame: Elphinſtow went with it to Mr: Fobn Eaw, and 
Mr. David Blair, who preſented: it to the Commiſion the next day, 
with an account of their Negotiation and Diligence. | 


A Copy of the ſecand Letter. from: the...King4o the Commiſſion 
Ve Ll the General Aſſembly. 


To the Right Reverend apd our Well-beloved Miniſters 
and Elders, Commuſtioners of the General - Aſſembly 
.of-che Church, ofour,anczent Kingdom. of Scetlaud,.. - 
, . ag ITe [1,441 fy 504 fone f « EOOTEITT" \ <a qparti "2h ts 
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R#: Reverend and 'Well-beloved, We greet you well. By the: Letter 
preſented to us from you, by Mr. John Law, a»d Mr. David Blair, 
Miniſters, your two Commiſſioners, 2ve do perceive you ſufficiently underftaad 
our Inteutions contained\ in ow Letter, diretied v0'you-from the Hague 3 
and we ars well-pleaſed: with-what you write; bath as ' to your own'vnaniv 
mous Inclinations to'rydreſs thoſs; 1yho nay be leſed,  andl to unite with'fuch 
of the Clergy,' who have ſerved under Epiſcopacy, and fallen neither wider 
the Qualifications of the At of Parliament,' nor the Terms of 'our (Litter, 
and that you are Wctewt inftrutted ' by the General Aſſembly 10 ' receive 
them : From all which, we do exyef# a ſptedy and happy {acceſs ; . oud that 


ye will be ſo frank and churisnble'in that mitter, | that we cuunor' danbt bin 


that there ſhall be ſd preat «' eſs maile 'in this Union betwixt'\you, before 
our return to Bricatis, that roads '#hen find no canſe to enviable So 
which at preſent we - ey 0 and. that neither you, nor any Commiſſion 
cr Church-Meeting, do middle im any Proceſs or Buſineſs,that may concern the 
purging out of the Epiſcopal Mmiſters : And we do not reſtrainyou as to other 
matters relatizve td the Chimch vr your ſelves ; nor did we ever intend to 
protett 'any in the Miniſtry, who were traly ſcandalous, erroneous, or an 
ly negligent ; and therefore we did propoſe rbeir ſubſcribing the Confellion 
of Faith, as the Standard of the Church-Communion, which takes off the 
ſuſpicion of Errour : And as for thoſe who are really ſcandalom, inſufficient, 
and ſupinely negligent, if ſuch ſhall apply, exther by chemſel ves or with others, 
though they were willing to acknowledge our Authority, and to join with 
you, we do not oblige you to recerve ſuch; and in that caſe where there is 


Juſt cauſe, you may proceed to a fair png Inquiry, in order to their be- 
ing 
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ing received in the Government of the Church, but not in relation to the tur- 
ning them out of their Benefices and Miniſtry : as the A&- af 'our Parliament 
bas left them to our further Orders, we: will-not dowbt of the: fincere perfor- 
mance of what you bave ſo fairly promiſed in your Letter, whereby you will 
beſt recommend your ſelves to us, and anſwer that Truſt repiſed in you, by 
the Act of our Parliament. So we bid you heartily farewel. Given at cur 
Court at Aprebrux, the 7+ of June, 1691. and of Our Reign the Third 


Tear. $ \ Ai 
By bis Majefty s Command, Sicſubſeribitur, 
| JO. DALRYMPE. 


Ever fince this Revolution, the Kingdom of Scotland has been di- 
vided about the Government of the Church. "The Epiſcopal Party have 
been npon the defenſive fide. Firlt, they ſtudied to' preſerve ' the Go- 
wernment of Epiſcopacy it {elf ; and for that end addreſſed to the Par- 
liament, which proved altogether in vain. In the nexr place; when 
Presbytery was eſtabliſhed by A# of Parliament, the Epiſcepal Clerg y pe- 
titionet for a ſhare of the Government of the Church, or at leaſt to be 
ſecured from the Furi/di#ion of the Prezbyterians, who had declared 
themſelves a fated Party againſt them. : But neither was this harken'd 
eo.” Then; as their laſt Refuge, they conſidered how to fave themſelves, 
their perſonal Rights and Previledges, that they might ſuſtain no Pre- 
judice, 'upon the account of their private Sentiments and Perſwaſion. 
And for this cauſe, they reſolved to addreſs King Wiliam himſelf, 
ſeeing the Applications made to-others were ſo ineffeGual : There- 
fore Dr. Canaries was ſence. from ſome of the Chrgy, on the Sourh-ſide 
of Tay; Mr. Mac-Gill; and Mr.Smwall from dngw; Dr. Gaider, Mr.Leick 
and Mr: Forbeſs from the Dioceſs of: Aberdeen. This laſt Deſign ſuc- 
cceded berter than any of the former 3 for the King thought their Re- 

ueſt reaſonable, and promiſed them his Prote&ion in this matter z 
and in both his Letters to the Commiſſion of the 4ſſembly, he required 
this, as that which was moſt juſt and equitable..' Nay, the refuſing 
it was judged fo unreaſonable, that ic is faid, that thoſe Presbyrerian 

mifters, who were ſent-up from the reſt, did expreſly. promiſe ro 
receive ſuch Epiſcopel 9p v9 not only into Communien, but into the 
Government, as could not be excepted againſt, either for Life or Do- 
&rine. And which is yet more, it appears from King William's ſe 
cond Letter, that the Commiſion has given ſome ſuch thing under their 


Hand. | 
| Where- 


| 
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Wherefore to try their Sincerity, it was thonghe fit to put them to 
It, by making ſome of the Epi/cops! Clergy addrefs to them. The na- 
ture and form of the Addreſs was drawn up, and concerted at London, 
and/ſent down to' Scotland with - Mr. Mac Gif and Mr. Small; for it 
was judged requiſite they ſhould Addreſs all after the fame manner ; 
the tenour of which is as followeth. 


To the Reverend the Miriſters and, others by Law impower'd to 
eſtabliſh the Jadicatories of the Church of Scotland - 


The humble Petition of the Miniſters of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, 


Humbly ſheweth, | : | one 

& H A T whereas Epiſcopacy is by*Law aboliſhed in this King- 
©. 4 dom, we who have in che moſt dangerous Times manifeſted 
* obr Zeal againſt Popery, are now'ready.ito- give all the' Aﬀurances 
* that are or can be by Law required of us, of our Averfion to Popery, 
* of our Firmneſs to the Proteſtant Religion, of our Duty and Fidelity 
* to their Majeſties, King Wham and Queen Mary ;' we are further 
© ready[and willing in our-reſpe&ive Charges'and Stations todo every 
* thing that is incumbent on us, as Minitters of 'the Goſpel, for ad- 
* vancing the Power of. Religion, or reprefling of Scandal and Vice, 
* and for the ſecuring the Peace and Quiet of their Majeſties Go- 
* vernment, and to a in Church-Judicatories for carrying on of 
* theſe Ends, without any regard to the Difference of Perſuaſion in 
© matters that are not fundamental. 


* We do therefore humbly and earneſtly defire, That in order 
* to theſe Ends, we'may be ſuffered to a& as'Presbyters in 
* chis Church, in our ſeveral Precins and Paroches. 


This being propoſed to the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſeveral Arguments 
were uſed to perſuade the FILA 1" which ſome declined fon 
one Reaſon,and ſome for another.Some guefling the ſucceſs from the 
Presbyterian Temper, thought it would be a proſticuting their Reputati- 
on to offer a thing which would nor be accepted: Gehers apprehen- 
ded that to be yielding of the Epiſco aCooſe to the Presbyterians, and 
therefore would not do ic. But in the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, the moſt 
part condeſcended, and gave a Conmmiſſionto Mr. Leizk, to wait, upon. 
the Commiſſion at Edinburgh ſo ſoon as it ou fir, and in cheic Name 

#%, 2 | eo 
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ca addreſs them as above; which he did: But the Moderaver aid to 
aim, - That they could:nar receive it ; for therg,was a; particular Gors- 
miſſion PP nted fog all ontie Norrb-ſide of Tay; anditthe Miniſters 
i the & place had, apy:thybg to fay, chey\ oughr-.ta, ſay-it} to. them, 
{r, Leisk replied, that there was no Cummyſſion ſitting in the North ac 
that time 3 that he was Moderator of bub Commiſſions, and he judged 
it all one which of them he applied hiniſelf co! That the King's Let- 
ter was directed ta them, whigh required them to receive ſuch as 
fhovld make application'unrothem; and if they refuſed it, he would 
proteſ?, and take Inſfrumenr. | The Moderater bad him do what he plea- 
ſed 3 and fo after Proteſtation, he removed. Mr. Small went along 
with Mr. Lezsk and while Mr. Leisk was talking with the Moder a- 
zor, one ofthe Brethren riſes from his ſeat, came towards Mr. Small, 
took him by the Shoulder, and with a molt frowning' Countenance ſaid 
to him, 7 are @ pack of prophane Rackets, aud deſerme no pity, neither cup bt 
the received. After which, bereturned ta his /cat,leaving Myr. Small 
lurprized with his D:/cret/ow andCivility in ſuch aplace, and at ſuch a' 
time. + JE1 
The fame day, 'or the day following, Mr..7bo. Hood, Minifter at 
Dumbar , and Mr.. #d/iam Denune, went and offered to the Commiſion 
the ſame dddre/s:fubicribed by abouta dozen .of Parſons; which, being 
done-by Minfers on the Sonth-fide of Tay, they had not: the'1ftormer 
etence for rejecting it. \They craving an/ Anſwer, the':Moderarcr 
| xn them; Sirs, ye're very traety ;.. you rook tirne to draw it up, and you 
muſt allow ws time to anſwer it: And fo he put them off for ſome days. 
At their next Application, they were deſired to explain ſome parts of 
the 4ddreſs, as what they meant by abtyng as Precbyters. whether they 
meant the atting ſeparably by themſelves independently on them ; Or if it 
Was to bd wndet/tqod of their point: Cancurrenas:withihem, [To thivit was 
anſwered; That £bey bad it: not in their Commiſſian'-to make any Explicati- 
ons, and therefore rould nat do it. So upon the 22d of Fuly , they had 
this Anſwer given them. 


He Commiſion for VilgaSioneon the South-lide of 7ay, appain- 
. "ted by the lare General Aſſembly 3.108 Church, baving con- 
th ers | 4Fetiglqn, preſented ro them by Mr.7homas Woog, and Mr i# ic- 
Tram Denune, Aigned by. them and twelve other Minifters , who. call 
©themſelves of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, do find that ſome of theie 
© Perttioners are depoſed, ome ſuſpended, both of them for. groſs 
-© Immoralities ; others, of they are in proceſies referred by the Ge-. 
*neral Alſembly,to this Lg ion, and Jome declared conmwma- 
* cjous by the Prezbyteries 0 the Bounds, where they ma er reſi- 
: ence ; 


T 
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* dance 3 and ſam2 live wichout the Bounds committed to the inſpe- 
* &ion of this Commiſlion. They do alſo find, That not only2heſe 
© Petirioners:do not look upon this Commiſfion as a-Judicatory of this 
«Church, but alſo do miſtake their Work,: by aſcribing to them a 
© Power to eſtabliſh the Judicatories af-this. Church, which is not 


 * committed to them by the General Afﬀembly ; and though the 


« Commiſiton be fatisfied to hear of their Zeal againſt Popery, and 
«Firmneſs in: the Protefant Religion, Duty and - Fidelicy to their Me - 
*eſties ; yet they find, that ſeeing the Petitioners haye:not offered to 
« own and ſubſcribethe Confeſſion of Faith, which by Law is made 
« the Standard of the Dodrine of this Church, they give no ſecurity 
© againſt Errours ; nor do they offer to ſubmit and concur with the 
© preſent eftabliſhed Government of this Church, according to the In- 
« ſtruction of the General Ailembly, much leſs ro acknowledge it, as 
< is required by his Majeſty's gracious Letter : And whereas in the Pe- 
* tition, the.Peritioners ſeem to deſire an allowance for ſetting up a 
© Government ſeparate from, .and independent upon that which is 
© eſtabliſhed by Law, and have refuſed , when delired by the Com- 
© miſſion, to explain either for their Brethren, or for themſelves, 
© this or any other Expreſlion that ſeemed dark and doubtful to the 
* Commiſtion'; declaring alſo exprefly, That they had no further to 
ſay, than what was contained in the Petition, and .that they could 
« do+ nothing - ſeparately by themſelves withour their: Conſtituents, 
£ Therefore on'thefe grounds the Commitlion cannot grane this Peti- 
© tion, ag it ſtands in terming , however willing they be to receive 
© ſach of them as perſonally ſhall be found duly qualified according to 
©the Inſtructions of 'the Aſkmbly, and his' Majeſty's gracious 
© Letter. 20s þ .q MITE 


Mr. Wood and\Mr. Denune having got this 1aſ# Anſwer, they made 
a Proteff ation againlt the Commiſion , tor 'refufing them the Favour 
which the King's Letter required of them. 

Some blamed both the Minifers and the Commiſion; and thought 
that neicher of them ated To candidly. as did becoine them: for while 
both pretendeda- willingnels co unice, cactvofthem kept ata diſtance, 
and ftudied what might hinder, | rather than what might fu*ther the 
Union. Iv:was ſaid; That the Miniſters | did needlelly offend che 
Commiſſion by the Title of their Addreſs 3 for ſeeing they mads* no 
ſ{cruple of addrefling to the Commiſſion ,, they might have made as 
ketcle of giving them their due Tirk': And ic was'eieher mere nicety 
co refufe it,-'or it was' done with a deſign pare yo <heay 'thic 
they might not accept of the Addreſe/ Again it Was faid, (That they 
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were very unreaſonable in refuſing to explain the awbignowe terms of 
the Addreſs, and that they gave the Commiſſion a good pretext for de- 
nying their Requeſt, when they'would nor tell what was the Nature 
and Import of it; for the Commiſſion could not be obliged co grant 
what they did not underſtand. 

On the other band, ' the Anſwer of the Commiſſion was found 
fault with very much, and it was ſaid, that by it,: they clearly 
ſhewed that they were no wile willing to receive Epiſcopal Miniſters, 
whatſoever they had profeſled or wrote to the King. The 'very Ad- 
drefling to them was thought ſuch a' Conde/cendence in Epiſcopal M# 
niſters, as to deſerve a better and more kindly reception than that 
which ict met with. And the Commiſion was cenlured not only as 
very indiſcreet, but as moſt unjuſt, for giving chem theſe odiows Epr- 
thets in the beginning of their Anſwer ; for there was but one or 1wo, 
whom they had any ſhadow. or ptetence to name ſo ; and even 
theſe rwo offered to vindicate themſelves, if they were allowed a fair 
Hearing. The greateſt part of thoſe, who ſubſcribed, were:-neither 
under Proceſs nor Cexzſure, nor had they been at any time Libebed ; 
ſo that the Anſwer was unjuſt to them, whatever ic might be to the 
reſt. ' Further, it was very unjuſt, co reje the Adareſs, becauſe the 
Confeſſion of Faith was not offered to be ſubſcribed 3 for though this 
was not expreſſed i» termins, yet it was clearly enough implied, and 
it was then only time to make that Obje&ion, when the Confeſſion was 
put to them and refuſed. Finally, Though the Anifters keep to ge 
nerals, and refuſed to explain what they meant by Afing as Preſ- 
byters ; yet that was thought no juſt or ſufficient Reaſon tor deny- 
ing their Requeſt ; For if they could not grant it in the /argeſt extent, 
it was in their power to ſer limitations to it. They might have 
been ſure that Epiſcopal Miniſters would not be received at all, if not 
under the Notion and- Character of true and lawful! Prezbyters, with- 
out being obliged to receive new Ordination : And in this Senle they 
ought to have interpreted the Petition, unleſs the A4imfters had, in 
m_— terms, craved more. And as they could not be blamed for 

fuſing to allow them to a&# independently; fo their not admitting 
them as Prezbyters, and nat conſenting to their having the Fower and 
Privilege of fuck, which was all that ſeemed to be required, is a 
clear demanſtration that eicher they did not own them to be Preſ- 
byters,.or that they did not deſire to join with them. 

They had ſo few A'iniſters of their own Party, that it might been 
thought, they would have been glad to have received any thac were 
willing co.come over to them ; bat, in eruth, they chuſed rather to 
wart, than to admit of any who had ſerved under Epiſcopacy; and 
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thought the one a leſs inconvenience than the other, as appears 
from the treatment, which ſome AMinifers, who were called Anti- 
Tefters, met with. Five of theſe who refuſed the Teft, viz. Mr. Lun- 
dy, Mr. Craig, Mr. Paterſon, Mr. Marchiſton, and Mr. Carmichael 
made Application to them, both at their laſt Scion in 4pril, and bu 
in Jul): They thought their caſe more favourable than that of 
other Epiſcopal Minifters; and it was ſaid that they deligned to go 
a very great length : I cannot tell poſitively what it was they would 
have done; for chey reſolved to deliver their Mind by word of 
Mouth, and not to give any thing under their Hand, but :hey would 
not ſo much as give them acceſs; they would neither hear them nor 
eake their Caſe into confideration. 

Thus it is evident, that they, were reſolved not to admit any Mi- 
niſters of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſiom, nor any who had heretofore ſer- 
ved under the Epiſcopal Government : For though the King had requi- 
red this in his Letter ; yet by their Inſtructions they were enjoined 
to receivenone, but' ſuch as they had ground to believe would be true 
and faithful to the Governmem. And it was concluded, that none 
could be truſted ro, who did not renounce their former Senti- 
ments, abjure Epiſcopacy, and cry Peccavi for their complyance 
with it. But it might be reaſonable enough to truſt ro chem who did 
this, becauſe ſuch would be ſo much abhorred by the' Epiſcopal Par- 
ty whom they deſerted, that they would then find it their Intereſt 
co keep up Presbytery. This was expreſly required of Mr. Thomas 
Wilkie, Miniſter of the Tolbooth Church ; for when he humbly ſup- 
plicated them to be received, making great Promiſes of an entire 
Submiflion to their Government ; the Moderator ask'd if he had no 
more to ſay, and preſſed him to declare himſelf more fully. To 
which Mr. Wiki replyed, That he thought he had ſaid enough, 
and given a ſufficient Declaration of his Mind. ' And indeed per- 
haps he had ſaid more upon the Head than could be well juſtified. 
Yet nothing would fſatisfte them unleſs he would fay that his Com- 
pliance with Epiſcopacy was a Sin : And becauſe he made a Scruple 
of that, they obſtruced his Buſineſs, as was related before, and re- 
fuſed to receive him. | But upon etheſe "Terms they admitted one 
Mr. Menzies, Mr. Hugh Nzb:t and Mr. Arrot Minifter of Ginglekirk, 
who are the only Perions that have gone entirely over to the Pres- 
byterian Party, and the Epiſcupal Party have ſuſtained no lofs by their 
Defertion. For Mr. Hugh Nzsber has the CharaQer of being Ignorant, 
Inſufficient and Scandalous ; My. Arrot, belides thar' he is ignorant, 
he is 1o ou—_ Coverous;, that 'he is not aſhamed of any baſe 
thing, if ic will bring 'in ftby Lucre : To fave himfelf from the 
Kabble, he, at the very beginning, went to the Palpir with moan 

ives 


&ives againſt the Epiſcopal Government, and was not fhort of the 
wildeſt Cameronian in Raillery and vike Expreſſions : And 'that 
he mighe oblige the Presbyterians to let him keep his Poſſeſſion, he 
offered ro put cn Sackcleth and to do Penance in as may Churches as 
they pleaſed. And as for Mr. Menzies ; he was firſt a Hill-Preacher ; 
next he ſubmitted to Epiſcopacy, and received a Church under that Go- 
vernment 3 which afterward he deferted, and run again to the 
Hills, and was in the Rebel» at Botbwel-Bridge, which rendred him 
obnoxious to the Laws: And that he might eſcape the due Puniſh- 
ment of his Crime, he ſurrendred himſelt to the mercy of the Go- 
vernment, and took and ſwore the Oath of the Tef. By theſe In- 
ſtances it doth appear what Qualification is requitite to recommend 
one to the Favour of the Commiſſion. 

And as we have ſeen one part of the King's Letter diſobeyed ; fo 
neither was the other ——_ which required the redreſling the 
Grievances which the Epiſcopal Miniſters complained of. . No Cenſure 
was abated, no Proceſs reviſed ; nor did they recal the Sextences of 
Suſpenſion and Depoſition pronounced by particular Presbyteries and'Sy- 
ods againſt Miniſters, whom all the World knew to be innocent. But 
whether the Cenſures were inflicted jultly or unjultly, they continued 
them. And to make it evident that ſome Epiſcopal Minifters had rea- 
fon to complain of Partiality and Injuſtice, I ſhall, inſtead of many 
Inſtances, which would make me tedious, narrate fully the Caſe of 
Mr. Simon Cuper Minifter at Dumfermlin, and My. George Johnſon, 
Miniſter of Brunt- 

But farit I will divert the Reader with an Accoune of ſomethin 
which happen'd in Fife while this Commiſſion was (itting. The noiſe 
of the King's Two Letters ſpread abroad, and: the intimation of his 
Favourable Inclinations towards Epi{ſcops! Miniſters who would own 
his Government, both alarm'd and awaken'd the Prezbyterian Party, 
and put them upon divers Inventions how to-prevent what they ſo 
little defired, and what they thought would prove prejudicial to 
them at the laſt. This was chought the beſt expedient, which might 
keep the Epiſcagal Clergy from owning and ſubmitting . to the, G-wil 
Government, becauſe it was upon the Hope and Promiſe of this that 
ſo much favour was procured ta them. And to effecuate this, it 
was reſolved to make ule of their Common Stratagem; that is, to ler 
the Rabble looſe upon ſuch AMznifters as they would be rid of, and 
to fright them from a Compliance. Indeed they have: not pro- 
ſecured this Deſign ; But the Attempt:.upan. the : Miniſter of Kem- 
backin Fife is a ſufficient Proot of it: an Account of which I have 
from one who was preſent, who upon. a miſtake was near = ary 
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ſuffer'd for the other; and it is as followeth : On Fuly the 22, 1697. 
about Twelve a Clock at night there came two men and knocked at 
the Gate, of the Miniſter of Kembock's Houſe, deſjring a Servant to dire 
Two Strangeer Gentlemen, who had loſt the Road through the dark- 
nels. of the night. A ſhort while after, they came up to the Chamber 
Window, and asked the ſame Favour in the Name of one Andrew 
Clepan, a near Relation of the Laird of Kembock, and who belongs 
to Major Baffour's Troop, which was lying at St. Andrew's ſome four 
Mikes diſtant. The Miniſter himſelf was not at home, for he had gone 
the.day before to Ange, to viſit his Father who was ſick,and there\was 
only a deprived Minitter lodging at his Houſe at the time. This Stran- 
ger made them no anſwer at firſt, apprehending they were Rogues 
who were come to rob the Houſe. When therefore their T.zes and 
fair Language proved ineffetual, they began more plainly to 
diſcover themſelves, calling at the Window to open in the King and 
Council's Name, threatning,. if it was not. done, to Piſtol the Mini- 
ſter, and fire the Houſe about, him. Then the Stranger an{wer'd 
from. within, your Deſign cannot be juſt, ſeeing ye have rwice 
made uſe of Lyes ; the Miniſter of Kembock, whom you pretend to 
ſeek, is not at home 3 I am unknown to you, and you do not pre- 
tend to ſearch for me, ! and therefore I entreat you to be gone. Up- 
on this anſwer chey beat upthe Windows, fired Piſtols into the Cham 
ber and thruſt in their Swords, which made the Stranger leave his 
Bed and run naked out of the Chamber ; for his Cloaths were 1o near 
the Window, that he durſt not go to fetch them. Finding the loweſt 
Windows well barred with Iron, they ſcaled the Hſe, and attemp= 
ted to get in at the wpper #indows : Bur being diſappointed there too, 
they next batter'd the Door of the Houſe with great Srones, and at 
laſt, by frequent puſhing with a long Tree, or Poe, which they found 
inthe Clos, looſed the Bands, . broke the Lock, and forced open the 
Door ;; But nevertheleſs they durſt not venture forwards at firſt, 
fearing that he who. was within had laid ſome Snare for them, or 
that he was in readineſs to kill the firſt who advanc'd. This made 
them with great Oarbs and ftrong Aſſevergtions, promile ſafety to his 
Perſon, -which ſomewhat encourag'd him. But as ſoon as.they found 
kim, they dragg'd him in hi Shirt.to the Gate, abuſing him with moſt 
opprobrious Language, as:Hell- Hound, Scul-murdering Dog, 8c. He af- 
fured chem he was not the Miniſter of the place, whom they pre- 
tended to ſeek, bur acknowledged that he was a Mimiſter por 
by the Cowncil 3 and they ſtill ſuppoſing otherwiſe, Twelve of them 
in Country Cloths, with drawn Swords and cocked Piſtols, made him 


twice kneel, ſwearing that they vo allow him but one —_—_ 
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for Prayer 3 and that all of them were reſolved to have the Honow, 
of taking hs Heart Blood. But while he was in this ſad Caſe, expe . 
ing the worlt, a Boy, whom they called Guide, when he perceived 


they were in earneft, cryed out vehemently and bitterly, That man 
s not the Miniſter of this Place, for, ſaid he, 1 know the Miniſter wery 
well. Ten of them upon this went aſide to confule rhe matter, and 
return'd with a Reſolution to let him go, it he would ſwear never 
to preach again. He asked if ever any of them had Oaths forced 
upon them ? 7wo ofthem anſwering es ; he asked in the next place, 
if they did keep them ; and they ſaying, that they rhought they were 
nct bound to do it : Then he replyed, Why wonld you impoſe an Oarh 
upon me, which your ſelves acknowledge one z not bound to keep? Aﬀer 
ſome Communing, they agreed to accept of hisOath never topreach 
under King Wiliam, nor to pray for him, nor to accept of any Allow- 
ances from the General Aſſembly 3 affuring him that it was reſolved 
that King William's - Letter =—_ never do any pood to an Epiſcopal 
Re ar erig Hell bound. Though they ſpared his Life, yet they 
pulled his Shirt twice or thrice over his Head, and beat his naked 
back and Breaſt with the Buts of their Mnſquets : and before they 
parted with him, they ſent ſome of their number to find out the 
Schoolmaſter, and Church-Beddel, whom they alfo threatned and treat- 
ed barbarouſly, to make them deliver the Keys of the Church, and 
{wear never more to officiate in ic. The Beddel heſitating a little, 
one of them advanc'd to pifto] him; and would certamly have done 
it, if the Pifto] had not by a happy Providence mifgiven. Then 
the fear of Death made both him and the Schoolmafter do, what was 
required of them: They declared that they were put upon this by 
Perſons of the greateſt Quality in the Kingdom, and that they were ob- 
bged to give account of their Diligence to the Aſſembly, that the one 
half of their Company was gone ro the next Preaching Epiſcopal 
Miniſter, and that it was reſolv'd none ſhould efcape. As they were 
parting, ove of them ſaid, It & my Fudoment you ſhould not let the 
Fellow paſs ſoeaſily : Comps andNer-Complyers fhould be treated alike. 
Upon which a part of them return'd; which the Minifer perceiving, 


went and bid himſelfin a Field of Corn till they were gone, being 
all che while in his Sbzr:, for they never allowed him time to pur 
on his Chaths. What hindred the'other'Party, or what ſtop either 
ef them met with is not known 3 but afterwards they came not 
gear any other Miniſters | 
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A true Repreſentation of Mr. Simon Cupar, and Mr. James 
Graham, Miniſters of Dumfermlin, their Caſe ; with 
the pretended Presbytery of Dumfermlin. 


Pon the third of September, 1690,:,Dhe Minifters at Dumferm- 
LI lin were Cited to _compeir before the Precbytery there, the renrh 
Inſtant, to hear and! lee chemſclyas depoſed. The Minifers being 
certaialy informed that no Libel had at that time been offer'd a- 
gainſt them to the Prespytery, nor any Warrant given by the Pres- 
bytery for citing them (Mr. Frazer of Brae, their Maderator, having 
deelar'd ta the Laird of Pirliver, and Mr. George Gray, Miniſter at 
Beath, that he knew nothing of a Libel againſt them, nor of any 
Order for citing them) thoughe , not cthemtielves ' obliged co anſwer 
that Hegel Citation, QiYer'd by ſome private Cabal, probably'the Com 


| pilers oi the Libels that were co be given n. 


Whereupon the Heritours of the Pariſh, and Magiftrates of the 
Burgh formed a Repreſentation, and gave'it in-by ſome of their num- 
ber co the Presbytery, complaining of the Injury done them and their 
Adinifters, craving that they would. be pleaſed to give .the' Authors 
ſugh./Rebuke as the matter . deſerved ; and wichal deſiring, char if 
there were any pariiculgr Libels offer'd againſt their Miniſters, or any 
of them, the Presbyrery would be pleaſed ro impare the ſame to them; 
to the effect that they might give. due Information cancerning their 
Mmiſters , of cheir Life, Converſation, and Daporement in -theit 
Charge. ( {} | 

Mr. James Graham, ane of the Miniſters, went alſo. to the Presby- 
tery, and. in his own and his Collegue's Name, complained of  en- 
croachment made on the: Presayrery's Authority, and the Injury done 
to them, deſiring, that at leaſt they would declare that Ciration void 
2nd null: Afcer ſome Canſ4/ration,. the: Prechytery returned anſwer to 


the Heritors ang. Magiſtrates, that they ftuftained the Citation, and ac 


cordingly. caufed . gal]: the! Adim/ters at the Church-door : None: of 
them compeired;: A.-liztle after they ſane- their. Officer, deliring the 
Miniſters. ta come tothe. Prekytery, Mr. Graham went; the Mode- 
razor told him, the. Presbytery had: lufained the Ciratiop.3 Mr: Graber 


jk ry ic eauld not be ſuſtained; being - boch-Informal and I1- 


| ren withguet apy-yrder foam the Prezkytery; Appealing: co the 
Moderator himſelf, who had lately declared that he knew' nothiag 
of a Libel againſt the ods” of Dumfermlin, nor of their _— 
| 2 Cited 3 
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Cited; and, producing the C:rarion it ſelf, ſhewed that it was in prime 
inſtantia, to hear and ſee the Sentence of Depoſition paſled. , The Mo- 
derator confeſſed that he had ſaid fo, but now he remembred, there 
had been a motion before them at their =p Meeting concerning the 
M.:niſters of Dumfermlin : The Draught of the Citation he: adknow- 
ledged was informal, the firſt Citation being only to anſwer to the 
Relevancy of the Libel. Mr. Grabam is removed, and, after a little 
while, called; the Moderator told him, that though they ſuſtained 
the Ciration, yet, in his favours who had compeired, they paſſed from 
it, and gave him. the cighth of Ofober to anſwer to the Relevancy 
of bs Libel He pleading the ſame favour to his Collegue, it was ab- 
ſolately refuſed. 

That Day Mr. Simon Cnpar, the other Miniſter, is cited to com- 
peir before the Presbytery the Seventeenth inſtant, to bear and ſee Pro- 
bation led againſt bim ; the which day the Heritors and Magiſtrates wene 
to the Presbytexry and inſifted on their former Repreſentation, and 
pleaded that the firf# Citation might be declared nul]. Notwithftand- 
' Ing of which, the Presbytery proceeded and called Mr. Cupar before 
them 3 the Moderator told him, that by his not anfwering the fir # 
Citation, he had forfaulted the benefit of objeRing againſt the Rele- 
wancy of the Libel; that the Presbytery had judged it relevant, and 
that now he was called to hear and ſee Probation led. Mr. Cupar an» 
fivered, That he had not forfaulted the benefit of being beard on the Re- 
lewancy. of bis Libel, ſecing it had been 1ufficiently repreſented to 
them by his CoBegue the /aFft day, that That firf# Citation was infor- 
mal and illegal 3 that his Collegue had compeired, not as anſwering 
that:Citation, but as a Plaintiff in both their Names: That the Cia- 
tion was previous to any Libel offered to, or conſidered by the Pref- 
os and wichout any Fudicial Order, or Warrant gramed by them, 
that | the Citation was to hear and ſee himſelf depoſed, and not to an- 
{wer to the Relevancy of a Libel ; and therefore he ought as yet to 
be: heard on that head. The Moderator anſwered, That they ac- 
knowledged the Informality of the fr ft Citation, but ſuſtained the Le- 
gality of it, ſeeing it had been proved before them, that there was a 
motion the day before of Ciring the _ of Dumfermlin. Mr. Cu= 
pan urged, that a zeriow was not a ſufficient ground, 'except- a Libs/ 
had been preſented, conſidered, and Warrant given thereupon, &c. 
He is.removed, and, after a little ſpace, called on: 

.\" The Moderator: makes return , that the Presbytery ſuſtained that 
jr Citation, and were reſolved now: to proceed to the Examination 
ofithe Witneſſes. | : ol -$1 | TULLY 2520 t 5 
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Mr. Cupar pleaded, That before they proceeded to Examine Wit- 
neſſes, he might. be allowed to; ſee the: Libe/,and to.give in his Anſwers 
to it, becauſe bu Anſwers might perhaps:prevent the neceſlity of put- 
ting any to their Oaths; and if anything ſhould be deponed, 
which he could diſprove, : he behaved ; either to: be debarred from 
uft defence, or an occaſion muſt be given.to contradigfory Oaths. This 
was abſolutely refuſed him, only a double of the Libel is given him 5 
and the Moderator told him; That though immediately. after the De- 
poſition of the Witneſſes, they might. proceed; ;to., Sentence, yet he 
hag have the Eighth of Oztober: to-hear:the Depoſitions, and make 
aniwer. 1 4:1 7 : , 

The Heritors pleaded, that,, conform to' ans AF. of Parliament, 
Mr. Cupar might be preſent at the Examination. of the Witneſſes, 
( which being denied , .alledging that A& reached! not - Church- 
Fudicatories, ) they. proteſted and took; Inſtrument. Then pleading 
that.they might be preſent ;. This alſo was denied. Notwithftagd- 
ing ſeveral who were not: Members of the Judicatory, were admitted. 
The Witneſſes, about thirty, were called-; five only compeired. at that 
time 3. againſt whom Mr. Cupar objected not : They are {worn; the 
reſt of the irnefſes anſwered, ſome that day, ſome on; the morrow ; 
Mr. Cupar was not called, nor enquired if. he had any thing to obe 
ject againſt chem ; One [Robert Mody, who had: an hand in forming 
the Libel, officiates as Clerk at-the depoſition of Huneſſes, whole 
Depoſitions were not read over to them, nor they required co ſubſcribe 
the ſame. | 

Upon the Second of Ofober Mr. Graham is Cited to the Eighth, to 
bear and: ſee Probation led againſt him,.and receives a double of his Li: 
bel, notwithſtanding the /Presbytery had allowed - him that. day to be 
heard-on:the Relewancy of his Libel:; An Evidence that the Cirations 
were not ordered by the Presbytery, but by the Libellers. pe: 

OXober the Eighth, The Heriors and Magiſtrates made a ſecond. 
Addreſs to the Prezbytery, complaining of their procedure againſt. 
their Miniſers, and bearing an ample Teſtimony of their Life, Con- 
verſation, and Deportment in the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, &c. 
Notwithſtanding of which they proceeded to call Mr. C#par. The: 
Moderator propoſed two Queſtions to him : Firs?, By what Autho- 
rity he could preſume to exerciſe any Miniſterial Office indepen- 
dent upon them, ſeeing the Power by which he was Initalled, was: 
diſſolved ? Secondly, Whether or not he owned their Autbority? And 

another Mimifter it was propoſed that he ſhould be charged with 


b 
A Abſence from the /eueral. Dyets of the Presbytery, lince their fitting 


at Dumfermlin. 
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Mr. Cuper anſwered, That he came to hear the Deyofitions of the 
Witneſſes, and to make his Defence, but underſtood not the Jeſign of 
theſe Queſtions, ſeeing by the *Laws of the Land he was in bona fide, 
to exerciſe his Miniſterial Fanxtion, and had fot hitherto declined 
their Fudicatory. Hereupon -/the Heritors gave in another Paper ; id 
which, narrating their former Repreſentation, and their Addreſs that 
day, with the Presbytery's ſlighting of both, they protefted againſt 
che Presbytery's further procedure and did Appee! from. them to the 
General Aﬀſenibly enſuing : Upon/ſeveral grounds therein contained, 
which'being'fread; and inſtruments taken. ' Mir. Cyper did in his own 
Name alſo Appeal from them to the ſaid Aſſembly, upon the Reaſons 
contained in'the Heritor's Appeal, and others, which heireferved liber- 
ty to himſelf more largely to _—_ 

Abont an Hour after they ſent for Mr. Cxpar; the Moderator told 
him, the Presbytery had conſidered his Proce/s, and had referred"the 
fame to the General- Aſſembly 3 and in the mean time they did prohi- 
bit him to exerciſe any miniferial Office, until the Meeting of the ſaid 
Aſſembly, without giving any ground on which they founded fuch a 
Cenſure. Mr. Cupar told'them, he thought ſtrange of hat. Step of their 
procedure, that after Appeals and the Proceſs referred by themſelves, 
they ſhould proceed:to Sentence. > 34 

Abour ſix 4' Clock” Mr. Graham is called ; he ' complained. that 
though the Presbytery had givenhim that Day to be heard ona the Re- 
levancy of his Libe} 3 ' yet he had received a Citation to hear and fee 
Probation led, The Moderator diſown'd that Citation, and offered to 
burn it. To-morrow atnine a Clock is alligned him; and che Wit- 
neſſes/are epud «a cited to the fame Dyer. Aker. he had beca beard 
on the 'Articles of his -Zibel, the Relewapey of :it'is peferred tothe Ger 
reral Afembly,” and he apad atia ſummoned to the fame, the Wiwmel? 
ſes were diſmiffed unexamined. - T1 | 
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The LIBEL againſt Mr.Cuyan. 


Hat, Firſt, He has been a great Perſecutor of the Godly, ſuch as 

through tenderneſs of Conſcience- could. not. go along and 

join with him in his Apoſtacy, by ſerding of his Elders in the Year 

to inform againſt them, to the Judges appointed; for chat ef- 

fe, at Capar of Fiffe, whereby great trouble'did arite romany good 
Perſons, as Fining, Impriſonment, &C. | | 

Secondly, That he has been fapinely negligent, contrary to 
1 Tim. 3.2. As, rt. That he doth not vifit Families minilſterially. 
2. Hath not privately and perſonally ftirred up the People co the 
Duties of Holineſs. 4. In negleRing to viſit the Sick. 4. That he 
omits to lecture or explain the Scriptures, according to'an Order of 
the General Aſſembly for that effec. 

Thirdly, That he +hath horribly profaned the Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, by his admicting of unclean Perſons to that holy Or- 
dinance, &c. That he admits and keeps on his Seſſion, ungodly {can- 
dalous Elders, ſome of which are Drunkards, Tiplers, others Swear- 
ers, and the moſt part ighorant, and Negle&ers of the Worſbip of 
God in their Families, Profaners of the:Sabbath. | 

Feurthly, That he hath not brought ſeveral ſcandalous Perſons, 
ſuch as Adulterers and others, nor ſo much as endeavoured to bring 
them ro Repentance, nor to undergo ju/# Cenſures in order thereto. 

F:iftbly, That he hath facrilegioufly robb'd the Poor of the Chari- 
table Offerings of the People; which is aggravated by this, Thar 
he hath beſtowed the ſame to carry on Perſecation againſt poor , well 
_—_ godly People ; for the proofof which, the Seſſion: Book is re- 
quired. 

Additional Article : That he entred and hath been admitted to 
the Charge of the Parioch of D— preſentation of the Patron, 
Colation, and Inflitution of the Prelate, and chat againſt the Conſent 
of the generality ofthe godly and ſerious perſons within che. fajd Pa- 
noch ; and that he hath in all chingszoyned-and complied with, and 
allifted-Prejavy, contrary to/ the Ward: of God, eſtabliſhed Law of 
the Ehureh, and the Lands (olemm' Engagements thereto 3 and by ta- 
king the Oath of rhe Tef, has manifeſted his incorrigibleneſs : For 
which, and the' fore-named Scandals, the generality of the ſerious 
and godly in' this place never accepted of him, or received him as 
Miniſter, but have been groaning under his perſecutions upon that 
account. 

His 
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A O the Firſt and-Fifrb Articles, bearing his perſecuting Diſſen- 
ters, by his ſending Elders to inform againſt them, and his ſa- 
crilegious robbing the' Poor t& carry on his Perſecuticn.; This is utter- 
iy faiſe, and is not ſa much as probable, that the Elders ſhould be 
enron thatErrand, or that they would go. The only ground of 
this is, That in the Year—— all the Elders were ſummoned to 
Cepar of Fiffe, to give Informations to the porteors Roll, in order to 
the Circuit-Court held at Sterl/iy,, The Elders complained of this Bur- 
den ; and application; being'made to ſome then in power, that they 
might be freed of that trouble, -&'was anſwered, That the ordinary 
courſe of ſuch Judicatories required it ; but that 2wo or three might go 
in the Name of the reſt : Which being. repreſented ro the Elders 
three are condeſcended ot iz. Fohn Cupar, Thomas Steinſon, and 
Fobn Main, the reſt, each one contributing eight Shillings Scors to de- 
tray their Expences. 

To the Second, The Parioch of Dumfermlin extends on every ſide, 
ewo Miles from the Town, in ſome- Corners three: It confiſts of 
above two thouſand feyen hundred examinable perſons; every Fami- 
ly in the Town is viſited ordinarily once a year, and ewice examin- 
ed ; the Landward is divided inte upwards of twenty Diſtricts. 

Theſe are viſited twice a year, and all perſons capable are conve- 
ned to be examined on the principles of Religion, the Duties of Ho- 
linefs, and relative Duries are paticularly recommended, belides on 
all accidental Occaſions of Baptiſin, Marriage, Difference in Fami 
lies or between Neighbours, &c. they are particularly created with 
in private. The Sick, upon notice given , are carefully attended, 
and the Scriptures explained, ſometimes in larger, ſometimes inleſfer 

rtions, 

P To the Third and Fourth, all due Endeavours are uſed todebar fcan- 
dalous and notarly vicious perſons from the Lord's Supper : The Elders 
are Men of as unqueſtionable Integrity as any of their Quality in the 
Parioch; at leaſt nothing to the contrary, of eicher Communicants 
or Elders, was ever privately or publickly ſignified co him. Diſc 
pline has been carefully and impartially exerciſed. ; 

To the Sixth, His entrance to the Charge was by- preſentation of 
the Heretors and Magiſtrates, the then undoubred Parrons ; his Ad- 


miſſion was legal and approved, by the favourable reception of the 
Parioch. ; 
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Pariochz his Miniſtry countenanced by all (a few excepted) being 
ordinary Attenders on the. publick Worſhip, and Parcakers of other 


L; 


Ordinances of Religion under his Miniſtry. 


Indiftment and Libel againſs Mr. James Graham, Ir 
ctimbent at Dumfermlin”; "given im -againſt + him to 
the Presbytery of Dumfermlin , the Twentieth of Au- 
ouſt, 1690. 


Hat whereas by ſeveral 4#s of the General Aſſemblies of this Charch, 

and conſonant to the Word of God, and in particular by Act 

of the late general Meeting, ratified-by an Ad of this preſent cur- 

rent Parliamefit, all ſcandalous, erroneous, perſecuting, and ſupinely 

negligent Miniſters are to be cognoſced upon, and cenſured accor- 

ding to their Demerits, by the reſpe&ive Presbyteries in which they 

live. And it being of vericy, that the ſaid Mr. Fames Grahoms 

is guilty of the Scandals, Enormitjes, and Tranſgreflions follow- 
ing, viz. a 


As, Firf, That he hath entred and been admitted to the Charge of 
the Parioch of Dumfermlin, by preſentation of the Patron, Collation, 
and Inſtitution of the Prelate, and that againſt the Conſent of the 
generality of the godly and ſerious Perſons within the ſaid Parioch ; 
and that the ſaid Mr. Grabam has in all things joyned and- complied 
with, and afliſted Prelacy contrary to the Word of God, eſtabliſh'd 
Laws of this Church, and the Land's folemn Engagements thereto, and 
his taking of Declarations and Canonical Oaths, has teſtified his In- 
corrigibleneſs. 

Secondly, That he hath been ſupinely negligent, contrary to 1 Tim. 
3.2. As, r. That he.dbth not vitit Families miniſterially. Nor, 2. 
Hath not privately and perſonally ſtirred up the People to the Du- 
ties of Holineſs. 3. In negleRing to viſit the Sick. 4. That he 0- 
mits to leQure or to explain the Scriptures,according to the Order of 
the General Aſſembly for that effet. 5. That he Catechiſes nor, 
according to the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms. 6. That he takes 
no notice of Quakers in his Parioch, who exerciſe all the Duties 
of their Religion without control. 
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Thirdly, That he hath horribly praphaned the Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper,by his admitting of unglean Perfons to. that holy Ord+- 
nance. 2. That he hath admitted and keeps on his Seffion very 
ſcandalous Elders, ſome of which are Tiplers, others Swearers, and 
the moſt part ignorant, and ge the Worſhip of God, in 
their Families, Pcophaners of the Sabbath. 


Fourth/y,. That he takes: no noticaof Perions pulyick] Proptary Ain 
the Sabbach-day, in the Town and LI tA of & » 
Beer tothe Pot, Bingiog in of Warer and Kai), and their Walking, 
Drinking, and Caballing ; Children's playing (and his own among 
the reſt) and thatin a conſtant courſe ; which is not unknown to 
him, at leaſt ſhould not be, being fo publickly acted. 


Fifthly, That he hath not brought ſkyeral ſcandalous Perſons, fuch 
as' Adulterers, Fornicators, and others, nor ſo much as endeavoured 
© bring them to Repentance, nor to undergo juſt Cenſure in order 
thereunto ; for Proof of which, the Seſhion-Book is requized. 


For all which, and fundry others not expreſs, he. is juſtly cen- 
ſurablez and theretore it is humbly craved, that the Brethren of the 
Presbytery of Dumfermlin would take cogniſance of the ſame; and 
heing found guilty thereof, that the, Prechytery may inflict luch Cen- 


ſures, as in their. godly, Wildoms they ſhall think meet : And; that he. 


Way be examined upon his Doctrine and Sufficiengy , is. defirgd by 
Andrew Rojas of Goh and Wiley Smith, 10, 426: Je in Name 
gf feveral Pregbyterians ig Dumfermiin.. Eat to ct 


The Life and Converfation of theſes two, Mio ifters, were. fo, innor 
cent and exemplary, that there-was not the leaſt Prergxt of, charging 
any Immorality upon them, nor any Crime, but what was, forged. by 
Ignorance and. Malice: Whersfaze their Libels were addaced as a fpe- 
cial ang] particular Progf, to ſhew bow ynjuf 99g nieggtogs the Pres 
bycerian Clergy are towazds ſuch as are of angther &rſuaſion,; eſpe- 
cially when ig was. requir?d, tg try Mg. Graham: in. his Dograne, and 
$yfficiency 3 a Perſon whomall, know. to be an. able Divine: and. an 
eminent Scholar. It happened that lome carried theſe Libels, to. Lazy 
den, where the mattgr was repreſented £o;a Ia, Peripn of CBaury, 
2.864; Erignd.and: Prop tothe Presbyterjan, Party, and: Incerett,; ay 
5 7 lo is upon for . © that he £ = | baſic obliged: to; wrics 

to 
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to the leading. Men of his Party in Scorland, to meddle no more with 
the Miniſters of Dumfermlin, becauſe it was made a great Objection 
againſt them, /. This was the Cauſe why the Proceſs againſt Mr.Gra- 
ham was let fal}: But though there was the Tame Reaſon to righe 
Mr.Cpar, yet becauſe the Sentence was already paſt againſt him,they 
would notre-call it,as if all their Acts were ofthe nature of the Lawsof 
Medes and Perſians, The General Aſſembly referred them to the Com- 
miſtion ; and-irom one Sellion of the Commillion, he was purt,off to 
anocher,withthis Excuſe only, That thay-had no leiſure, for other Bu- 
ſineſs, to confider his Caſe. Ar laſt, Mr. Czpar being wearied with 10 
long and fo frequent attendance, and finding. his Parioch grudging 
the want of his Miniſtry , at their importunity he has returned to 
the exerciſe of his Miniſtry, the Presbyterians not being able to 
oppole or hinder it, unlets. by the ; French method of -Drageoning 
the Parioch. | | rt Ar 


rs © IT 


Mr. George Johnſton his Gaſe Repreſented. 


Irformation | to the Presbytery of Kirkaldie, againſt 
Mr. George Johnſton , pretended Miniſter of Brunt- 
Iſland, | 


TE having been humbly repreſented to the Reverend Presbytery, 
[That the faid Mr: Ges. Fobn/fon ought to be tried by them 3 and 
by their Settence deprived of, and removed from his pretended Mi- 
niſtry at Brunt-Iand, upon theſe Grounds and others to be added, as 
there ſhall be occaſion. 


Firſt, As to the ſaid Mr. George his entry to his pretended; Mini- 
itry. It was by Epiſcopal Ordination, Preſentation, and Collation, 
and which obliged him to rake Declarations, Oachs of Allegiance, 
Supremacy, and Canonical Obedience; which are contradictory to 
our National Engagements, and inconſiftent with Presbyterian Þ iv 
ciples, which hath involved in them Perfecutions and bloody Cruelcy, 
that hath been exercifed upon Precbyterians, theſe by-gonhe Years, nor 
have we heard eyer of any — he ever had he we 

2 thereo 
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thereof till this day, whatever length he may now come to, to ſecure 
his Benefice; yea, we are obliged to judgehim the ſame Man he was, 
ſeeing he keeps at hisold forms of ſinging the Doxology, &c. Nor 
can there any change be ſeen upon him from what he was: And how 
in this caſe Presbyterians can ſubmit to his Miniſtry , we cannot 


ſee. 


Secondly, As to his efitry at Brumt-]land, it then gave great gi ound 
of Jealoutic, that he was a'Man of bad P: incigles, and Jeſuicically in- 
clirf'd 3 for having been Curare at Fala, and having been deſerted 
of that People, and they deſerted-of him, he was diſpenſed with 
by the Exil of Perth, Chancellor, and others of our Arbitrary Rulers, 
anent the Teſt that time impoſed ; and the ſaid Earl of Perth, and 
thar' Cabal, then being his Patrons, 'they did - by the Earl of Met: 
ferd, procure for him a Preſentation to the Benefice of Brunt-]/lend 
(being then vacant, and the King Patron) cmll a more eminent place 
ſhould be provided for him ; which at that time gave great Otfence 
co all ſores of people here ; and which yet more encreaferh this Jea- 
louſiz, not only of the Presbyterian Party, but even of his own Bre- 
thren, the Curats of their) Meeting at Kirkaldie : tor without ac- 
knowledging that Meeting,upon his obtained Preſentation,he received 
his Inſtitution from one ſingle Neighbor Curate (by what Authoricy 
is unknown to us) who came and gave him the. Keys of the Church- 
Doors and Bell-rows, as Symbols of poſſefling his Benefice ; which 
was ſo received by that A a that they then judg'd his Practice 
irregular, and this Man who uſed it, to be of bad Principles z for 
which they refolv'd to diſown him for a Brother, and (for any 
thing known to us) they continue in the ſame- mind {till, having 
hicherto heard nothing of their furcher Brotherly 'Correſpondence'; 
fo thatat' his Entry here, he was under a very-bad Character. 


Thirdly, The Jealouſiz mentioned (not without juſt Ground) of 
his unſound Principles and Practices, is ſo univerſally encertain'd, 
and hath taken ſuch impretfion amongſt all 'that; are: Presbyterian. in 
that Congregation, that there can be no ground toexpedt thar.: his 
Miniſtry can do goot in that place, though ic were ſubmitted. co 
(as it never will bz) by the Presbyrerians in that Pariſh. It muſt there- 
fore certainly b2 very inconvenient (if not unjuſt ) . to force 
him-upon us, © or to require or expe our Submiſſion in this Caſe 
toa Man's Miniſtry we haye ſuch-Reſencmencs of, and ReluQancy 


Sgainſ(t, as is expreſt.” - 
955 ; Fowrthly, 
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. Fourthly, Since his Settlement here, his Negligence. in his Mini- 
ſterial Work hatch b:en viſible to all : For except upon Invication to 
viſit fick perſons, we know no Miniſterial Work he hath performed, 
except his cuſtomary preaching , which he muſt perform for his 
Hire; and in thoſe Viſits, be the Perſons never ſo ignorant, he fſel- 
dom (if ever) fails to find them in that good Cale, as to aflure 
them of Heaven, -and ſo ſooths them in their Sins, ec. But as co 
any other part of the Miniſterial Work, in Viſitation 'of Families 
or Examination ( though he hath been near ewo years 'incumbenc 
here,) there is no ſhadow of Account can be given,. uncil the Ac&t 
for ſettling of Presbyterian Government was paſt ; wherein he and 
. his Adherents finding his ſupine Negligence in this would readily 
| meet him. To prevent this hazu'd , he goes about to rake up a 
| Roll in the Pariſh in order to Examination : And even in this 
laſt he hath made ſome diſcovery of himſelf : for in his Circuit 
of his coming to ſome of the Presbyterian's Houſes to enquire their 
Names, and interrogating if chey uſed tro come to-Church. It was 
anſwered, they did not; for being Presbyterians, they waited on the 
Ordinances of the Meeting Houſe ; which he affirmed was their 
great Sin: and it oeing replyed to that, That they judged ir no Sin, 
bur a Duty : He aſſerted it to be their greateſt Sin, and fo lefc 
them : _ if what is ſaid infer not Inſufficiency, we know noc 
what will. 


Fifthly, His unconcernedneſs in matters of Scandal ſeems alſo 
to- infer, both Negligence and Scandal againſt him 3 whereof Pro- 
vidence hath lately afforded us. 'a ſufficient Inſtance while he was 
Curate-in Fals.. A Scandal of an Adultery'in'the:Patiſh of Dalkeith, 
purſu'd before the Seflion there, and che perſons guilty, being contu- 
macious, it was by a Reference brought to their Presbytery (ſuch 
as it was) where he was a Member ; and from them to the Biſhop 
and his Synod, where he was a Witneſs to the whole Procels, which 
is very dextrouſly conduQed, and the Guilt fully and clearly inſtru- 
Qed ; 1o that the Scandal was manifeſtly notair to him. But. fo 
lictle was his Zeal and Tendernefs, that though the Adulterer, :hath 
as a Scranger being valetudinary', lived in Brunt-Iland ever ſiace 
Mr. fobnſton came here, unknown to any Perſon but to him 3.yec 
he never made diſcovery of hin to any Perfon, bur. ſuffered him 
of late tobe mirried (though under Sufpicion [alſo ro! bs. married 
| to another' Woman at London) without any Intimation ofthe _ 
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dal: but a little after, upon an emergent, the Magiſtrates of Bruzxt- 
Ttand, finding ic their Duty to enquire after that Scandal, and 
making their Application to the Incumbent at Dalkeith, he gave 
them a full account of the' Proceſs, and produced very freely eo 
them the Seflion and:the Presbytery Books ; where they ſaw the Pro- 
oefs very clearly inſtructed, where that incumbent did exceeding- 
ly marvel, that Mr. Fobn/on, that had been a Wieneis to this whole 
Procets, had paſt over chis matter 3 and did then write a Letcer 
or Declaration anent that Bulineſs, and direted ic tothe Magiftrates 
and Miniſters of Brunt: 1land to be looked after, which was de- 
livered' to Mir. Fohn/ton by the Magiſtrates, and he urged to publiſh 
the ſame by them, that the people might be upon their Guard and 
know how to carry towards him 3 whieh with the advice of his 
Adherents he refuſed to do. 


Sixth!y, The Presbyterian Party here (as in other places) ha- 
ving for Conſcience ſake been fined, perſecuted, and born down for 
Non-complyance with Prelatical Courſes, carried on by ſich In- 
ſtruments theſe years by-paſt 3 and having had this Yoke of Born- 
Yage thus wreathed about their Necks, could not but in all reaſon 
and Juſtice expet, thac when the Lord ſhould return to have 
mercy upon Zion, and put the: Government of his Houſe in the 
Hands of his own Servants, to manage the Afﬀairs of his Church, 
that we ſhould be caſed of this unſupportable Burthen. And can 
it be ſuppoſed 4 feigned ſubmiiſion Mr. Fobnſton can now give 
for this World's ſake, can either ſatisfie our Conſciences, or per- 
ſuade us of his Sincerity in this matter, whoſe Principles have been 
to follow Courſes to maintain that wicked Hieratchy ? Nor can 
ic be ſuppos'd the Reverend Presbytery, who have it in their Pow- 
erto caſe us of this Burthen, will inſtead thereof wreath this Yoke 

et upon our Necks, and thereby ſink us under it, and make our 
Bondaxe yet more grievous to be born. 


Seventhly, The Presbyterian Party in the Pariſh are all Unani- 
Mous never to ſubmit to Mr. Fobnfton's Miniſtry, nor co own him if 
that Station, whatever may be the Event; and if che gratifying of 
him and his Adherents in this matrer be the way to fecure and 
ſettle Presbyterian Government, it may eaſily be comjeRtured, when 
it is conſidered, that there is no Perſon for him who'is not an E- 
neny declared in Judgment and Practice againſt Presby- 
-refy ;/ which but correſponds to Ar. Fobnfton's own Declaration 

'», and 
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and Judgment in his Caſe; for when Summons were given him 
9 appear before this Reverend Precby tory, be did even then difown 
their. Autharity, affirming he would nat appear before them, ha- 
ving another Presbytery of his @wn, to whom he wanld anſwer, 
but nat to them; or he wauld anſwer to the Council 


Eighthly, It is not to. be doubted but a diſappointment in this 
matier, will occaſion ſuch a rupture amongſt us, as will pot be gafi- 
ly healed; And what the end or events of thacs may be, who can 
zell2 Nor can it be expeR&ed or judged juft, to impoſe upon us the 
keeping. up of a Meeting-Flouſe te prevent other inconveniences, 
ſince there is a Legal Maintainance due to the Faxhfyt Mini- 
ſters there, in whoſe Miniſtry the Presbyterians there pretend the 
largeſt ſhare. | 


Ninthly, How can. it be ſuppoſed that this Man, is of Pregbyterian 
Principles, or. a'Friend os Welk-wither to the late Happy Change 
in the Governmens of Ciarch, and State, finge all his Familiarity is 
with fach as are well known, co he Friends: to neither ; nor have we 
an inſtance of any thing done by him to ſignifie his ſatisfaction with 
the Change, except his Praying for K. I. and Q. M. which is not 
goukted: was done by Advice © keep off a preſent ſtroke : And it 
was obſerved, and generally talked of, whem he was ordered to-read 
that Proclamation tae Praying for their Majeſtics, be did read it, but 
with that contempt in his reading, fitting on bjs' bottom and muteers 
ing it, that his manner of reading of it made many think there was: 
more contempt in doing thereof, than if he had forborn it. And 
ſuch like there having been a Sol:mn Day of Thanksgiving appoin- 
ted to be kept; ard a Proclamation iſlued out from the Convention 
of Eſtates for that effe3 tor his own ſecurity, he preached one Ser- 
mon that Day, but ſpoke not one word to the occafion of it. As 
alſp, there: being: of late a Solemn Day of Humiliation' to be kept, 
by appointment of Parliament and general meeting of Minitters, 
for Happy Succeſs in the King's Expedition for Ireland, &c. he 
preached that Day, but was ſo general and unconcerned, as no 
hearer could have judged, by his diſcourſe, one Sentence in his Ser- 
mon relating to the occaſion, which cannot bur give a diſcovery of 
the Man's Spirit and Principles by which he is led, whatever he may 
precend to the contrary : And it is no wonder to ſee him contemn 
Authority, who affirms neither Church nor State to bs right. 


Tenthly, 
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Tenthly, How true a Friend he is to the Proteſtant Religion and 
Proteſtants for its ſake, may be conjeAured by his Charity to the 
r baniſhed Proteſtants, who were lately forced to fly from Ire- 
and : For there having been a publick Colle&tion appointed to be 
gathered for their neceſſary Supply, he not only neglected to inti- 
mate the Appointment to his Hearers, and preſs them to that Duty 
of Charity z but it was commonly ſaid, he uſed all the means he 
could to diſſuade ſuch as he had influence upon to contribute any 
thing in that Charitable Supply ; and the event was anſwerable to 
his deſign and deſire, for nothing was colle&ed in that Church for 
that uſe ; nor did any Perſon, within his Aſſociation, contribute one 
Farthing thereto. 


From what is faid, it may appear what juſt grounds there are for 
erying Mr. Fohbn/ton anent his pretended Miniſtry, and the Exerciſe 
of it at Braxi-]/land; which is left to the Reverend Presbytery's Con- 
fideration, and their definite Sentence for his removal from amongſt 

s, as to his pretended Miniſtry, is humbly expeged and waited 

Ore / 

- Fhis is given with Proteſtation to add further, as there ſhall be oc- 
cafion: And beſide all that is ſaid, Mr. Pitcairn was called to the Mi- 
niſtry of Brunt-1/land, and appointed by the Synod of Fife to ſerve 


there ' long betore Mr. Jobyſton's intruſion amongſt us , fo that 
Mr. Fobnſton can have no juſt pretence. 


Sic ſubſcribitur, 


THO. NAIRN, 


Re- 


TB) 
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T"HE Firf Article will be confeſſed, and none, except the igno- 
þ - rant compoſers of the'Libel, will have the worſe opinion of 
Mr. Fohnſton on that account, - io Lt flu rnb 
Astolthe Second, it maybe ſaid, That Mr. Fobufton might as well 
take a Preſentation from K. Fames, who was undoubred Patron of 
the Charch of Brant-Ifand, as the Presbyterians an Indulgence from 
the ſame King ; the one is no Crime, the other cannot be well juſti- 
tied, becauſe contrary to ſtanding -Laws, and becauſe they knew the 
Deſign was to make way for Popery, which Mr. Fobnſton is lels 2 
Friend to, chan the Presbyteriansare. Whereas it was ſaid, That he. 
was deſerted of the People of Fala, the contrary is very well known, 
for that People had a great love to him, and he was in good eſteem 
» amongſt'them: They expreſſed a great deal of regret when he par- 
ted from them ; and ifthere were any who ran to'the Presbyterian 
meeting-houſe while he was there, they were'very few, ang!very in-. 
conſiderable. His manner of Inſtitution to the Church” of 'Brynt- 
Iland, was not-ſingular, nor yet irregular, according to the practice of 
the Church, and can be no reaſonable prejudice againſt him: Nor 
is 1t true, 'That the other Miniſters of that Presbytery diſowned him ; 
for they always did, and ſtill do, entertain a Brotherly Correſpon-' 


dence with him. :- 


As to the Third, It might have been true, That' the Presbyterians 
entertained a Jealouſie of him; and their groundleſs Jealoulic might 
have raiſed a Prejudice againſt his Miniſtry : But notwithſtanding of 
that, Mr. Zobnfton is very capable: of doing good ii that Parioch; be-' 
cauſe the Presbyterians are not near the number of the People of 
another Perſuaſion, who love Mr. Johnſton's Perſon, and are fo very 
well pleaſed with his Adfiniftry] thac they have teſtifhetl/a"grea Qzat'of | 
Concernment for.him. © ! 0) 01195 Uoiioo nou £07 CT TN, 

"we ; etfi>? 4 if (\ \. IN\ {£ : 

As to the Fourth, All that know ' 24. Jebſan, know on *he ma 
keth Conſcience of diſcharging the —_ * Minter; 1o that' he” 
21 cannot 


AF, 
cannot be liable to cenſure upon this Head ; except amongſt ignorant 
ang. malicious. Perſons, bis Omiſſions will. be. tound. very. pardonable.: 
And what is there given as an inſtance, re be rk to the con- 
futi the Ti rather: to any; negiget. oh his, - It 16 pReh *F1 
licele- Sek Fa Epi D a Mizifo SYN Presbyterians,for 
encouraging Perſons with aſſurance,of-Heaven; without preſling Re- 
pentance upon them ; for the Presbyterian Miniſters are known to be 
marogyilty ofthis :. And. theonly Reaſon:whyithe Vulgar ufe 
tq be more atte&ed with, the Viſies, of Presbyzerian- Mengfers., than 
with the Viſts of Epiſcopal ones, is , Ehat the Diſcourſes. of the. 
_ goes all upon yen —_— _ ec og Duty : Ic:is 
the,practice.of, the. Epiſcopal: Clergy. , firlt, t@ preſs. Kaith,, Repen- 
wm (@, lens to the Laws.at God, and to give. hopes of Hea- 
ven only upon theſe terms.; which, being ſamewhat. hard! to. Fleſh 
and\Blood, 'therefare. ſome. choaſe-the. Brebyterian. way of: it, which 


*. 


is. more.cafie, but.certainly not ſe lafe. 


As to the. Fifth, The ſcandalous Perſon there-ſpoken of, was: living 
in, Brunt: lend befare Mr. Fobnſfton came to it, and had: joyned him- 
Rtto the Presbyterian, Meeting-Houſe, fo that. he was. never under 

. Johnſton's cure; and conſidering. the Indulgence given, then to. 
thoſe of thag. Perſuaſion, there was no. Obligation, on Mr. Fobnſtor 
rq.take notice of, one-who. belonged not; to.his: Congregation: The 
Bangs of Tiagewers proclaimed in the- Meeting-houſe, and: he 
Wa; rried by. the. Presþyterian Miniſter ; and: therefore, if.the ſaf 
fering him, to. he. married was; a Fault, it, cannot. be charged:upon 
Mr. ebnfton, The emergent, which, they ſay, put the. Magiſtrates. 
of Brupt- {8Pon.thelp ty.tQ.enquire. after. this. ſcandal , was. 
only ſome difference that fell out betwixt them and him; . whereby 
it is evident, that their proſecuting of ſcandal proceeds more often 
froma Pigue, .chan fram any ſenſei the Sin. | | 


" The Sixth Article, is. Trug-blue., Peesbyterian , and: if- it. be. ad- 
mh EI SY22ts the: Whels Epilcopal Clergy. muſt be. dif- 
SKK ; . | : 


# 
% 
. 


- 


'þ tg Wy 6, . Whatgyer bezthe Reſaluions of, the-Predhytes. 
ci. gh Di ef concerted Reſolution of the .Epiſcopal: Party. 


to own Mr. Fohnſon, and to adhere to him. Ir is no more juſt 
3, fatisfe Hi dy = andit.iareaſonable that the « loſer 
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The Eighth. is. very. unjuſt, fac the accidental Incanvenience which 


ſome bring upon themſelves, is no good reaſon for the taking away 
ones LegatRights aqd pſt Poſſelion.y © 7 7 77 | 


There is nothing in 9g other OS. Articles but uncertain 


Suriniſds and uncharitak WTI n 7 09” Jaw omen gh 


Lihel is 4 great p7opdmen hk. 
when n6 rect Ofine-coul Tn Swede 
try ws wn; 
for, it, it. is... Nh ohne deg 69 1 
5h able; and conſequer f- , 
ſpende@ him - adi the Commilli ont on Frery aft of | ; 
laſs Wi Lp regane. hiny and redreſs-the. Weang, be-hak 
met wit 
The Commiſſion refifing-roright-Mr. Fo ith Phi UE nn 
Iiewd, being; v6xy-{enfiblaok the Iajary, whict bath he) and cheyre» 
ceived, refalyed ,to do qeaing; and ſo. they, met, gave, 
Mr. Fobyſton a new. Call,” and? pur” hit "Þ. Pofſcffion again of ns 
Churchy declaring: that they. will an gin hire iimvic by a ſt 


And- there. can.be no. reafc Wd a this way. off 
Full as well as the. dif. 


{tj ; Miniſters ſFould not Rand and i jufh I 
polling a curing them ar 

very-nugh:ar this; avchays aſc, heawaſe it ner von 
of che; pretended Pillass of their Kirk,, viz. The Inclinations of che. 


People; *and? therefore they have caken oiic/ Council: Leners,” re 
Ming tf thenzco:deliver up thenogs ofithe Clurcts 


The End of | the Firſt Part. 
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Ince theſe Papers-co came we” from: he Author's hank hs he? 
ſeen a Book, called, A Second. Vindicatiofl. of . the, 
Chung of mar avhich: is an nf = Treatifes; 
of which' The 'Hilt6rical,Reharion, of” che Predbyreriann 
ImukPs Allemb: EE APA ons YET wed :in.t 5 Jt 
Four, are preparing an Anſwer to tonvinice the "World of the 
Truth - of thoſe. Matters. of. fad: related. ni then; whereby: the 
of that - Author," andi the reſt of his'Party-will ap 

pear, who dare to deny what. if both. ſo certain, and ſo, man. 
feſt Our Author alſa intends a Reply! to.what is Jaid againſt: 
his Relation ; and reſolves tb make it evident, that þe bas had. 
the. Candor of an Hiſtorian, and has _ Very. for. from-it; 


aponithe- World; apa CON that he'deferves' not 
ot: rs Hine). Rep Ripach none 7 Wh by CR none 


that kata e foul Language ſpeaks» out» marei-of 
the Spirit of Billingſgate than that of the Goſpel : where- 
fore thoſe who were intruſted here with the preſent Papers 
have judged it convenient to delay, for ſome Days, the re- 
mainmg part of this Account till that Reply be finiſhed, 
that both may be caſt into one Book and come forth to- 
gether. 
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